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INTRODUCTION 
The purpose of a newspaper is two-fold; to present the 
news, and to give its opinions and viev1s on the same. The for-
mer is handled by the news staff, the latter by the editorial 
,;staff. It is this editorial group that we are primarily con-
cerned with in this thesis. In recent years the Boston Univer-
1sity Division of Journalism Research has made background studies 
I 1 . 
of Publishers, Managing editors, and City editors, with a 
.condensed version of the publisher study appearing in Editor and 
Publisher magazine. In continuing our background study of news-
paper personnel, it was felt that the time was at hand to go 
I 
into a detailed investigation of the factors that went into 
making up the·.:edi torial writer. 
The need for a study of this group is obvious. The job 
~f writing editorials on a paper is an important one. Joseph 
Pulitzer called it the soul reason for the newspaper's existence, 
and other editors have maintained that the editorial column is 
the personal i ty of the newspaper. In any case, it is the voice 
of the publisher, the .~ only .::: fai:r means he has of expressing his 
I 
~iews on different subjects. Thus, the post ranks near the top 
of the newspaper hiarchy, and is not entrusted to someone who 
has not been tried and proven in the journalistic "wars". 
Unlike the days of the personal journalists, when we had 
a few very strong papers and many very weak ones, the newspaper 
world is now filled with many very fair and good papers, and 
i. 
few prejudiced and biased ones. Today it is not the individual 
writer first and then the newspaper; it is the paper that we 
know of and then the writer. Perhaps we no longer have jour-
nalists to match Horace Greeley or Edwin Godkin or Henry Ray-
mond, but certainly the level of our newspaper editorial wri-
ters has riseti far above that of 1840-1850. Not only that, 
but the level of intelligence of the average reader has so 
improved and demands so much more from the editorial writer, 
t hat the latter, before he can do a competent job, must be 
thoroughly trained in the art of vlriting. No longer can the 
editorial vlriter argue his way through a viewpoint on sheer 
bluster. He must now back up his opinions with facts, and in 
such a way, as to be able to pursuade the reader to see .his 
view. It is the boast of our profession that never in the 
history of all civilization has there appeared a press equal 
to ours. For the most part, the news pages of a newspaper are 
fair and try to present all the facts. Our battle of words 
are fought on our editorial pages, where the basic factor is 
the skill in presenting a given set of facts. It is here that 
the editorial writer must prove his worth. 
This study should in no way be construed as an attempt 
to create the average editorial writer. We are not trying to 
do that. Rather, we are trying to show the ingredients that 
go into making up the editorial writer. Questions concerning 
his homelife, his married life, education, social life, news-
papers and magazines he reads, editorial practices on the news-
ii. 
II 
I 
I 
·I 
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paper,. he works for, etc. , were asked of him. By this means, 
we felt that we would be able to get a fairly good picture of 
the editorial writers' backgrounds. 
Approximately four hundred questionaires were sent 
out, with only those editorial writers who worked for a paper 
with more than 25,000 circulation receiving them. Two ex-
ceptions to this were the Reno papers and the Cheyenne papers 
which \iere included in this study to get a representative 
sample. We received seventy-four replies, with two question-
ees saying they were no longer editorial writers, and three 
more answers saying that the person whom we had sent the ques-
tionaires to had passed away. Answers were received from 
such leading papers as the Cleveland Plain Dealer, the Des 
Moines Register and Tribune, the Salt Lake City Tribune, 
Tampa Tribune, Los Angeles Herald Express, Hartford Courant, 
Indianapolis Star, Bal tirnore Sun, vlorcester Telegram, Rochester 
Democrat Chronicle, Charlotte News, Akron Beacon Journal, 
Toledo Blade, Cleveland Press, Cincinnati Times Star and 
Tulsa Tribune. 
1. United States Publishers--A Profile, Ovide E. Desmarais, 
Boston University, 1950. -
iii • 
American Managing Editors--! Profile, Jordan W. Wenberg, Jr., 
Boston University, 1951. 
United States City Editors--A Profile, James Towsley, 
Boston University, 1952. -
---~=--
iv. 
THE 75 NEWSPAPERS 
State Circulation Editorial 
Writer 
CALIFORNIA 
Bakersfield 
Californian 32,636 Ralph Kreisner 
Los Angeles 
-Herald Express 335,375 Darsie L. Darsie 
Sacremento 
Bee 122 '563 Ray V. Bailey 
San Francisco 
. ·-
Examiner 225,060 Arthur Price 
San Jose 
News 36,047 Jack Wright 
COLORADO 
Denver 
Rocky Mountain News 144,614 Jack Foster 
CONNECTICUT 
Bridgeport 
Herald 94,436 Francis \'loading 
Hartford 
Courant 70,334 Thomas Keena 
Hartford 
Times 99,962 Ward Duffy 
Waterbury 
American 38,010 Cornelius Maloney 
II 
FLORIDA 
Pensacola 
Journal News 
Tampa 
Tribune 
ILLINOIS 
Decatur 
Review 
Decatur 
Herald 
Moline 
Dispatch 
I NDIANA 
Anderson 
Herald-Bulletin 
Indianapolis 
Star 
Lafayette 
Journal and Courier 
Terre Haute 
Tribune 
Gary 
Post Tribune 
II IOWA 
ll Davenport Democrat 
Des Moines 
I Register 
J 
I 
Circulation 
60,064 
112,522 
30,540 
34,383 
26,708 
46,820 
194,409 
40,074 
30,852 
46,720 
46,391 
371,461 
Editorial 
Writer 
Marion T. Gaines 
Carleton Johnson 
David Felts 
John R. Sundine 
Thomas Gephardt 
Herbert Heimlich 
William F. Cronin 
Don Datisman 
Robert L. Feeney 
Lauren Soth 
v. 
II 
Des Moines 
Tribune 
\'laterloo 
Daily Courier 
KANSAS 
Hutchinson 
News Herald 
KENTUCKY 
Lexington 
Herald 
LOUISIANA 
Baton Rouge 
Circulation 
371,461 
48,708 
54,497 
29,983 
Morning Advocate State Times 48,027 
I'-'IAINE 
Bangor 
News 
Lewiston 
Sun 
IvlARYLAND 
Baltimore 
Sun 
Jl:lASSACHUSETTS 
Boston 
Record-American 
67,326 
178,676 
581,084 
Editorial 
Writer 
Forrest Seymour 
David Denton 
John P. Harris 
vi. 
Thomas R. Underwood 
C. P . Liter 
Delmont Dunbar 
Edward Penley 
Francis Beirne 
George Brady 
Worcester 
Telegram 
MICHIGAN 
Flint 
Journal 
N:uskegon 
Chronicle 
Royal Oak 
Tribune 
IHNNESOTA 
Duluth 
Herald News Tribune 
MISSOURI 
1 Springfield 
News Leader and Press 
NEBRASKA 
Lincoln 
Journal 
Bergen 
Evening Record 
Plainfield : .. · · 
Courier and News 
1 Jersey City 
Journal 
Circulation 
52,775 
80,129 
42,129 
25,272 
78,647 
60,782 
49,060 
44,820 
26,108 
49,559 
Editorial 
Writer 
Myron Johnson 
Robert w. Herrick 
C.D. McNamee 
Gustaf Nordin 
c.w. Johnson 
R.A. McConnell Jr. 
vii. 
---
William A. Caldwell 
Paul E. Smith 
Eugene Farrell 
NEW MEXICO 
Albuquerque 
Journal 
NEV.l YORK 
Binghampton 
Sun 
Jamestown 
Post 
Hempstead 
Newsday 
New York 
Daily News 
Long Island 
Daily Express 
Staten Island 
Advance 
Niagara Falls 
Gazette 
Rochester 
Democrat Chronicle 
NEVADA 
Reno 
Nevada State Journal 
NORTH CAROLINA 
\i ins ton-Salem 
Journal Sentinel 
Charlotte 
News 
Circulation 
31,223 
28,777 
25,614 
138,957 
2,251,430 
156,835 
39,748 
31,033 
112,383 
10,914 
61,947 
70,152 
Editorial 
Writer 
H.P. Pickrell 
Walter J. Lyon 
S. ~lJ:iles Bouton 
l'l.iB.rk Ethridge 
Reuben Maury 
Les Trautman 
Thomas Derrigan 
L.R. Blanchard 
viii. 
Joseph F. McDonald 
Sanford r•1artin 
C.M. McNight 
I 
I 
.I 
OHIO 
Akron 
Beacon Journal 
Akron 
Beacon Journal 
Canton 
Repository 
Cleveland 
Plain Dealer 
Cleve l and 
Press 
Columbu - ·: : ·_.: . . ·.::... '.) 
Citizen 
Por tsmouth 
Times 
Toledo 
Blade 
Cincinnati 
Times Star 
OKLAHOMA 
Tulsa 
Tribune 
OREGON 
Portland 
Oregon Journal 
PENNSYLVANIA 
Altoona 
Mirror 
Circulation 
146,419 
146,419 
63,342 
7 ~ - ,. 
!· ·- . : ·· ~· 
301,184 
305,281 
93,182 
25,062 
188,506 
150,506 
66,536 
190,838 
32 J 799 
Editorial 
Writer 
R.H. Stopher 
J.s. Jackson 
Darrell :t-la.nsell 
R.J • Donaldson 
Don Weaver 
John G. Green 
John M. Harrison 
Joseph Sagmaster 
ix. 
Jenkin Lloyd Jones 
Tom Humphrey 
Herman Reifsnyder 
OHIO 
-
Akron 
Beacon Journal 
Akron 
Beacon Jou..'T'llal 
Canton 
Repository 
Cleveland 
?lain Dealer 
Cleveland. 
Press 
Columbus 
Citizen 
Portsmouth ·. 
•J.':unes 
Toledo 
made 
Cincinnati 
·J?imes S:tar 
OIITJJ\.HONlA 
J.'ulsa 
J.Tlbune 
OREGON 
Portland 
Oregon Journal 
PENNSYLVAlUA 
Altoona 
Mirror 
Circulation 
146, 419 
63, 342 
301, lti4 
305, 2tll 
93, 182 
25, u62 
188, 5o6 
66, 536 
190, 838 
:32, 799 
viii 
.c.di tori al 
•;riter 
R. H. Stopher 
J. s. Jackslm 
Darrell Mansell 
R. J. Donaldson 
Don i'ieaver 
John G. lireen 
John ~ Harrlson 
Joseph Sagmaster 
Jenkin IJ.oyd J'ones 
Tom 1'iu..111phrey 
Herman Reifsnyder 
Cheste r 
Times 
\: i l kes Barr e 
·i mes Leader News 
s 
Charle ston 
P s t 
AbilenG 
.e~ orter 1e s 
Dalla s 
}eNS 
San Angelo 
St a nda r d Ti mes 
UTAH 
-
Ogden 
St andc..:.rd Exam iner 
Salt L·· k e City 
,·eseret Ne11'1S 
Sa lt La e City 
Tr ibune and Tale r am 
-
I f?_C_ONSIN 
l·1ad ison 
lt1i s cone1n St a te Journa l 
Qircul a ti.Q!! 
32 ,006 
59 ; 974 
29 ,134 
45,085 
165,041 
27,188 
25,546 
93,556 
128 , 967 
36 ,707 
Ed itoria l 
'::rit er 
J a ck B. Thomps on 
Fr ank Gr imes 
x . 
1·:1111am B ~ Ruggl es 
tean Chenm·Jeth 
Darre l l Gr e enwell 
\" i l liam Smart 
Er nest Li n f ord 
Rex l~arney 
Dear ............... 
xi. 
Manas Sternschein 
Division of Journalism 
Boston University 
84 Exeter Street 
Boston 16, Massachusetts 
The Bureau of Graduate Research, Boston University Division of 
Journalism, has made a profile study of this nation's newspaper publishers, 
managing editors, and city editors. A digest of the study on publishers 
appeared in Editor and Publisher, May 27, 1950. We are continuing our 
research in American newspaper personnel with a study of editorial 
writers similar to the others. Mr. Sternschein, a graduate student of 
this division is doing the study. We hope to have a condensed version of 
the report published in The Masthead. Your cooperation in answering as 
much of this questionaire as possible will enable us to get the results 
back to the newspaper industry in a manner which we believe will be of 
interest and value to you. We thank you for your time and interest. 
Dr. David M. White 
Director of Graduate Studies 
Division of Journalism 
Boston University 
Name (optional) . . . • • • • . • • • • • • • . • • . . • • . • • • • . • • • • . . 2. Birthplace ..••••••••. 
....•.......••..•..... 3. Year of Birth .••••••••••••. 4. Number of years in 
journalism in any capacity ...•.....••• 5. As an editorial writer .••••••.•.. 
6. How often do you write editorials •••..••.•••••....•.•••••••••••.•.••.•. 
7· Do you write anything for the newspaper besides editorials ...•.•..•.... 
8. If soJ what ......•............•...•.................................... 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
9. How did you get into journalism? Coincidence, choice, desire to write, 
xii. 
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through a school of journalism, etc .•••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••...• 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 0 ••••••••••• 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
10. List the jobs you have held in newspaper work, giving age at the time 
of the job ................................................................ . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ·• ................... . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • ............................................. . 
11. List the jobs you have held besides newspaper work, giving age at the 
time of the job . .......................................................... . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 
12. Number of years in grammar school ..•••..•.• Town and population ..•.... 
........ . 13. Number of years in high school 
. . . • . . . . . . . . Town and population .... . ............•..•...••.....••••..•.•••. 
14. Number of years in college ..•.•.•... Town and population ......•..••..• 
15. Name of college .•••.•••.•••........•...•....••• 
16. Specialization in college (economics, history, etc) ..••.....•......... 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17. College degree ....••.•..•...•.....•..••....•...•. 
18. Honors (varsity, debating, etc) .•....•.•..•....•.•...•........•...•... 
19. At what age did you begin to contribute to your own support .•••.••..•. 
20. At what age did you begin to support yourself wholly •..•...••••..•.•.. 
21. At what age did you leave home to live elsewhere ...••••...••..•••••••• 
22. Father's occupation .•.••.•.•. • .•••.••••.•.••.••..•••••• 23. Father's 
political bent ........•...•••..•.•...•• 24. Number of sisters and 
brothers .•.•.•....... 25. Mother's occupation during marriage •.•.••.•.••.• 
xiii. 
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26. Were you given religious training ............. 27. Mild or strict .. . 
28. Religious affiliation ....•........ . •..........••..••... 
29. Do you attend church today ••••.......•• 30. Regularly, rarely, 
occasionally , never. . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31. Which denomination .....••. 
.....•........•.. 32. Is your religion the same as your parents •......•.• 
Check Father's Yearly Income Level: 
$ $ 1,000 - 2,500 $ $ 2,500- 5, 000 $ $ 5,000 - 10 ,000 Over $ 10,000 
33· While you were 
in grammar school. 
34. While you were 
in high school. 
35· While you were 
in college. 
36. How old were you when you married ....•...•.... 37· Wife's age at 
marriage. • . • . . . . . . . . . 38. Her occupation then. . . • . . •••..••••.••.•.•••••• 
39. How many children have you had •..•.•.....•..• 40 . How many children 
are single now .•.......•... Married •...•...... Divorced ••........•..•..... 
41. Which papers do you read regularly •...•••.•.••.••••••.•••••••...•.•.• 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ......... . 
42. Which magazines do you read regularly .•••............••..•.....•.•.•• 
. . . . , .................................................................... . 
43. To which magazines do you contribute articles ...•...•..•.........•.•. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
44. How many books have you written ...........•........ 45. List your 
clubs, societie s , etc •..•.•....•.•...•.... _ ..••.•.......•... . .. . •... , .•.•. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
46. Hobbies or sports .•... · ......••.•....•............•............••..•.. 
xiv. 
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47. What is your political affiliation .••••••••••••.•••••..••.•.••......•. 
48. Whom did you vote for in the last presidential election ••••••••••••••• 
49. Have you ever been required to write editorials against something you 
believe in .•..•.•••.•.......•..•.•.•••••.. 50. By what method are the topics 
for the day's editorials chosen on your paper ..••.••••••••.•••••.•.........• 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
51. How many editorials does your paper run each day ....•....•......•.•.•. 
52. Do you consider yourself a specialist in the field you write your 
editorials on ..........•......•..• 53· Do you hold any managerial post 
with the newspaper (managing editor, city editor, etc) ..••..•.•.•.•.•...•.. 
54. Are editorials chosen or assigned on your newspaper ..•.•.••.•••••••••. 
55· How do you get your ideas for writing editorials (books, other newspapers 
etc) ................................................................•...... 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
56. Please check, public opinion polls are of great value ••••••.. fair 
value . • • . . . • . little value . . . . • . . . . no value ••........•...•.•. 
57. What is your annual average income ....•.••....•..•.•....••.......•.••• 
58. The three newspapers which give the most fair and reliable news are ..• 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 0 •••••••••• • ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
. . . . . . . . .. ............................................................... . 
59. The three newspapers which give the least fair and reliable coverage 
of news are .................................... o ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
60. Which news magazine, do you feel, gives the best picture of the news. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ....................... . 
If you have any additional comments to make on the above questions, please 
make them on the back of the questionnaire. 
Manas Sternschein 
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pamphlet venture published in a newspaper instead of a pam-
phlet for convenience and wide circulation. They were pub-
lished in the New York Independent Advertiser and another 
paper friendly to the cause, the New York Packet. The Fed-
eralist papers were cop~ed by newspapers throughout the 
country. 
However, the pamphlet had its weaknesses, as Allan 
Nevins pointed out in the book American Press Opinion, " •• a 
pamphlet, chopped into sections for the editorial pages from 
II the standpoint of either the journalist or the party leader 
had evident weaknesses." Its sections sometimes lacked 
completeness; the length of the series sometimes made it 
dull; there was a lack of variety and vivacity. While the 
ponderous series of articles might seem as heavy artillery, 
2 
small guns and rifle fire were needed." 
After 1795, many editors showed a decided preference 
for the brief editorial, peppered with vile remarks and harsh 
accusations. These methods soon became characteristic of all 
journalism. One function of the editorial columns until the 
thirties was to give news of all different types of events. 
Quoting again from 111'1!'. Nevins, "In the large cities, the 
obvious question of municipal administration, paving, lighting, 
fire, suppression of crime, obtained more and more attention, 
but their treatment lacked systematic energy. For the most 
part the editorial upon these subjects did not apply a definite 
reformative policy, but were casual in nature and often did 
3 
nor more than supply the lack of news stories upon them." 
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It was not until the nineteenth century that editorials 
put in an appearance. Although Nathan Hale has been said to 
be the first publisher of edi tor.ials, in the Boston Advertiser 
in 1814, there is no real evidence that he did more in t his 
respect than did any other editor. In any case it was not 
long after this date that editorials became a regular feature 
in the pages of the newspaper. Most of the editorials how-
ever, were pretty poor. They were badly written and in ex-
tremely bad taste. This was the period of partisan journalism 
and party newspapers. Men in public life, no matter how great 
or respected, were the targets of vilification, that has been 
unheard of since Herbert Brucker pointed this out when he 
said, "Liar was not the only staple name for opposition. 
Words like wretch and thief, with appropriate adjectives, 
were common ••• Nor was the partisan journalism merely a matter 
of calling names. Vilification of the grea t men of the day 
included the lowest form of personal attacks such as printing 
the canard that Thomas Jefferson took his pleasure with 
4 
female slaves." It was during this period, that Benjamin 
Franklin Bache remarked, "If ever a nation was debauched by 
a man the American Nation was debauched by George Washington." 
' 5 
During this time editorial comment was not just con~ined 
to the editorial page. Remarks were constantly interjected 
into the lines of a story, until it was impossible to tell 
fact from fiction. This was the age of party politics where 
papers were members of political parties and assailed the 
xx. 
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opposition with every power they held in their pen. Politicians 
of the opposition were fair game and were called every epithet 
and name that the editor could think of. 
By 1830 the editorial column had become a fixture in 
most newspapers and usually could be found on the second or 
third page. The editorials were short and rarely over one 
paragraph in length. Even at this time, news events of prime 
importance would be found in the editorial column. The 
practice of taking other paper's news stories which had been 
an occurrence in the field for so long a time was now also 
, happening in the editorial pages. Whole paragraphs were appro-
priated from one paper and used in another. 
The first two of the "penny papers", The~ under 
Benjamin Day and the Herald under James Gordon Bennett, 
' paid scant attention to their editorial pages. The Sun did 
print a brief outline of the political happenings of Congress 
and the legislature, but almost all other news was omitted. 
1 What editorials they did print were concerned solely with city 
affairs and the morals of the people. In the news pages of 
the Sun were stories of drunkenness, gambling, duelling, and 
all others that helped gain it the reputation as the first of 
the "sensational" papers. In its editorial columns was a 
vigorous condemnation of these happenings. Here was the 
first paper to use the formula that has been the most success-
ful in the history of journalism. ~~ny times it has been re-
peated with success, and many times it will be repeated with 
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success. It is, the sure method of selling papers in America. 
The editorial policy of the New York Herald was strictly 
James Gordon Bennett. In that editor's own word, we can best 
sum up his editorial policy. "Vie are a gain in the field larger 
livelier, prettier, saucier, and more independent than ever. 
I n every species of news the Herald will be one of the earliest 
6 
of the ' early. 11 William Bleyer said of Bennett, "Bennett's 
descript i on of his paper as liv~ly, saucy, and sp icy is evi-
' dance of the type of a ppeal he was trying to make coupled 
wit h this feature ;:·was the strong personal note in everything 
he wrote. He preferred the pronou44 "I 11 to the editorial 
11 We 11 • He wrote constantly of the remarkable success of the 
Herald and of his great mission as its editor. He printed 
1 letters from his readers conde~n ing and praising his policies 
and announced that he received over a hundred of these letters 
7 
in three days." 
Thus, by 1840, the "penny press" had become well estab-
lished in New York. By eliminating political news, and substi-
tuting in its place sensationalism, with editorials against 
the same, they were able to secure circulation, infinitely 
greater than any paper to date. 
It was not until 1841, with the arrival of Horace 
Greeley and the New York Tribune that the act of editorial 
writing started coming into its own. It was thi s man and his 
newspaper tha t started the deve lopment of the editorial into 
what we know it as today. Greeley used from one to four col-
umns _ of ~dit~rials~~}c~ were often preceded by a sum~ary ~f 
the news of the day. On this same page were several book re-
views, a Washington letter, some letters, and other information. 
None of the information on the page was completely divorced 
from the editorial; nearly all the material was inter-related. 
Greeley covered a wide variety of topics on this page, but 
always maintained a consistent editorial policy. His editor-
ials were always on a high literacy level and they were pro-
duced by an editorial board not by a single person, represent-
ing all their judgment and opinion. Greeley was the first to 
1 admit that some editorials that appeared in his paper he dis-
agreed with and yet since he had chosen his associates with 
1 such discretion and had such respect for their opinions, he 
ran the editorials anyway. 
Bleyer said of Greeley, »rt was his vigorous editorial 
writing that won for the Tribune no small part of its success. 
Greeley was a great editorial propagandist, the greatest, 
possibly, that American journalism has ever possessed. He made 
J the Tribune a medium for expressing his personal opinions on 
all the questions of the day. With an open mind he espoused 
new ideas in almost every field of human activity. Every 
moYement for social, economic, and industrial betterment found 
in him an earnest advocate. ¥any of these so-called radical 
11 isms" have been long since accepted as essential to social 
and political Democracy; others like communism, are still 
8 
subjects of debate." 
There were other newspapers during this period that 
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also had a fine editoria~ policy. The Ne~ York Evening Post under 
I William Cullen Bryant almost matched the Tribune in literary 
quality, but until after Bryant returned from Europe in 1836, 
and until after Greeley led the way in the development of the 
editorial page the New York Evening Post seldom ran more than 
two editorials. The Springfield Republican under Samuel Bowles 
also had a good editorial page. Bowles was a strong supporter 
of the anti-slavery North, and his brief, sharp, crisp telling 
editorial paragraphs printed alongside long ~rticles, which 
extolled the virtues of the principles of the anti-slavery move-
ment endeared him to all those members. Allan Nevins said of 
his writing: "His editorials never quite reached the superb 
height of ringing eloquence reached by Bryant in the Evening 
Post in the late fifties, nor did they have quite the heroic 
strength of Greeley's best work; but clear, nervous, shrewd 
in their reasoning, and of unfailing elevation, they commanded 
respect throughout the North and exercised a far wider influence 
than the circulation of the Republican might have seemed to 
9 
imply." 
Henry Raymond, the founder and fi r st editor of the New 
York Times gained a reputation of fairness in his editorials. 
He was scrupulously fair and had the rare ability to see both 
' sides of an issue. His paper more than any other of his time, 
I 
I 
approached the h~gh calibre of newspapers that we have today. 
Raymond, more than any other, was a militant advocate for an 
independent press. He expressed his views in an editorial 
titled, 11 Theory of Journalism." A newspaper to command public 
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confidence must be independent of parties. It must be felt that 
which it says is not said because the interest of the party 
requires it or loyalty to a party exacts it -- but because it is 
deemed true, and essential to the public good. 
"Th is is the theory of journalism and we trust it is 
" gradually becoming the basis of its practice. \Ve believe that 
xxv. 
the public at large dernand . independen ce of judgment and expression 
in the journal$ to which they give their confidence. They do 
not want independence of all principle,--recklessness of truth 
of sound p olicy , or the public welf,are; -- nor yet the ascendancy 
of passion and prejudice, either personal or political. But 
t hey want to feel when they take up a newspaper that the views 
t hey find expressed in it are not the dic t ates of a caucus or 
a committee--not put forth to serve the private ends of some 
politician's ambition of place or of some party, greedy for 
pov1er--but the honest conv.ictions of an unbiased judgment die-
tated b y a desire to promote the welfare of the whole community •• 
We believe the same thin g holds true for the press at large--
and that those journals prosper most everywhere which combine 
the best ability and the soundest common sense with decorum of 
10 
language and independence of party aims." 
In the period following the Civil War, the p ower and 
i nfluence of tbe editorial columns started to decline. For one 
thing , many newspapers were still being published chiefly for 
political reasons. Secondly, the advances in news gathering 
had progressed so f a r that it was now able t o cover all the 
-the public the truth and based his reasoning on plain common 
sense, and not a passion that he felt at the moment. He made 
this position clear in an editorial when he said, 11 1t/e profess 
to supply opinions exactly as we have formed them and not in 
the shape in which they will be likely to p lease or encourage 
or console. If we damage the Republican party or any other 
xxv iii. 
good party, we are sorry for it; but we cannot, for the benefit 
of that party, either say what we do not believe, or suppress 
what we do believe while professing to supply our readers with 
honest comments on public affairs •••• We treat our readers as 
12 
grown-up men and women who can bear to hear the truth." 
Godkin had a clear and effective style of writing. It 
was easy reading, punctuated with good judgment. Quite often 
he injected humor into his editorials especially to mock the 
opposition. He used this technique with great skill, and it 
often infuriated his opponents. Irony was nother one of his 
methods, and this also was very effective. Godkin's style of 
writ i ng tended to influence editorial style all over the coun-
try. His writing attacks have never been equalled since, in all 
of journalism. 
It was not until the New York World and Joseph Pulitzer 
arrived on the scene tha t the editorial page assumed major im-
portance. In the interim, Charles Dana had set up a new and 
different news writing style on the Sun which gained that paper 
tfie ~,reputation of the "newspaperman's newspaper." But he was 
not too concerned with the editorial pages. His main interest 
• 
wide column s and larger type helped break up the monotony of the 
page while the shorter sentences and paragraphs helped increase 
the interest. \vna tever the faults of the Hearst chain, it did 
help revive interest in the editorial page. 
After the turn of the century, the Muckrakers were 
cominated by the magazine publishers. The med led crusades that 
fifty years earlier would have been started in the editorial 
pages. One reason for this is than not only did the public have 
access to a new channel of i n formation -- the radio--but they 
had also lost confidence in the editorial and this column had 
fallen into a state of disrespect. Few newspapers editorials 
were rated very highly during this period. An exception to 
this rule, however, was that of the New York Times. The 
renascence of this paper must be considered one of the most 
important developments in American journa lism since 1900. Under 
all its editors, the editorial pages of the Times have been in 
perfect accord with its newspages. It has never been a very 
liberal paper or one that has a strong cr.usading spirit. In 
fact on some issues it has been distinctly conservative. But 
on t he whole, it has usually been on the right side, and its 
reputation for fairness and being unbiased are impeachable. It 
has ga ined the reputat ion of being the best paper in the country 
today. ·rhe Times has fought with a devotion unsurpassed for 
~ international cooperation, and in civil and municipal a f fairs 
has fought for clean government. It has bec ome the present 
day newspaperman's newspaper." 
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CHAPTER I 
ORIGIN 
The editorial writer, with the possible exception of 
the publisher and editor, is the most important member of 
the newspaper organization. The managing editor, the city 
editor, and all the other editors, reporters and staff mem-
bers are assigned the job of getting the news, assembling 
it and presenting it to the reading public. In one form or 
another, most good newspapers present the same news to their 
readers, although it may assume a different form in the 
indiv1.dual newspapers. But the editorial writer, aside from 
his job of interpreting the news, is charged with the posi-
tion of presenting the newspaper's inner voice and policy to 
the newspaper reader. And it is in this role that he assumes 
his importance. It is in the editorial and editorial policy 
that each newspaper gets its individuality. And it is the 
job of the newspaper, besides presenting the news, to present 
the editorial viewpoint in which it believes, and which it 
hopes the reader will get to beli eve. This tas__k cannot be 
entrusted to an inexperienced writer, but must be assigned 
to a man who has a clear, full, and concise knowledge of the 
English language, and who is able to write in a persuasive 
manner. A newspaper without a good editorial column is like 
1. 
a person without a voice; both are a~ways silent and when 
they do talk, only silent mouthings come out. 
Who is this man to whom the newspaper publishers have 
entrusted their voice? What kind of schooling has he had, 
and what does he believe in? These and other questions will 
be answered in the following pages of this thesis. This 
first chapter will be devoted to finding what his home life 
was like. 
~t has often been maintained that labor breeds labor, 
professional breeds professional.. Therefore it is not too 
surprising to find that thirty-three of the editorial writers 
(44.5 per cent) come from the professional class. Of the 
professional fathers, eight were teachers, four were pub-
lishers, four were editors, three were ministers, three 
were journalists, two were physicians, two were dentists, 
two were musician~, two were engineers, two were lawyers, 
and one was a naval officer. This percentage is all the more 
outstanding when one realizes that .only 4.4 per cent of the 
total population in 1910 was made up of the professional 
1 
class. 
Desmarais 
3 
Wenberg 
This percentage is also higher than that found by 
2 
in h.is study of publishers (38 per cent) , by 
4 
in his study of managing editors, and by Towsley 
in his study of city editors. The last two had 34.4 per cent 
and 24.2 per cent respectively. 
Eighteen editorial writers (24.3 per cent) came from 
the clerical class, sixteen came from the proprietary class 
2. 
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(21.6 per cent), eight writers (10.8 per cent) came from 
farming families, and only seven (9.4 per cent) came from 
the laboring class. 
This high strata of society that the editorial writers 
lived in is again brought out when discussing the occupa-
tions of the mothers of the editorial writers. Of the 
seventy-three editorial writers who answered the question, 
sixty-four (87.6 per cent) said their mothers were housewives. 
However, this figure is not too surpris i ng, considering the 
jobs that their fathers had, and considering the fact that 
at the time, the idea of women working was frowned down upon. 
5 
The percentage is lower than the managi ng editors' mothers 
who were housewives (89.6 per cent), of the city editors' 
6 7 
mothers (86.5 per cent), and of the publishers' mothers 
3. 
(83 per cent). Of the 12.1 per cent of those mothers who 
worked, the greatest number, five (6.8 per cent), were teachers. 
Other jobs that the mothers held were: one writer (1.3 per 
cent), one music teacher (1.3 per cent), and one milliner 
(1.3 per cent). One writer wrote that his mother had died, 
and another didn~•· t bother to answer the question. 
The editorial writer came from middle-sized families 
averaging 2.5 children per family. This compares with the 
8 
city editors who had 2.6 children in their family and the 
9 
managing editors who had 3.6 children in their family. In 
eighteen families there was one child, twenty-two families 
had two children, eight families had three children, nine 
-- -=---- - .= 
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*TABLE 1 
OCCUPATIONS OF EDITORIAL WRITERS' FATHERS COMPARED 
WITH THE COUNTRY'S POPULATION 
Professions 
Labor (all groups) 
Farmers 
Per Cent of 
Editorial Writers' 
Fathers 
43.2 
9.4 
10.8 
Per Cent of 
Population 
in 1910 
4.4 
48.8 
33.2 
* The clerical and proprietary groups are omitted from this 
table. 
TABLE II 
OCCUPATIONS OF EDITORIAL WRITERS' FATHERS 
PROFESSIONAL 
Teachers 
Editors 
Publishers 
Ministers 
Journalists 
Professors 
Dentists 
Physicians 
Musicians 
Lawyers 
Engineers 
School Principal 
Educator 
Naval Officer 
CLERICAL 
PROPRIETARY 
F.ARl\1ER 
LABOR 
Number 
33 
4 
4 
4 
3 
3 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
18 
16 
8 
7 
Per Cent 
44.s-
12.1 
9.0 
6.0 
1.3 
24.3 
21.6 
10.8 
9.4 
4. 
: families of four children, five families had five children, 
there were six children in two families, and there was one 
1 family of eight children and one family of nine children. 
I Seven editorial writers wrote that they did not have any bro-
there or sisters. 
The editorial writers range in age from 26 years to 
77 years, with forty-six writers {64.6 per eent) being between 
the ages of 40 and 60. Only fifteen writers (19.6 per cent) 
are under the age of 40, and ten writers (14 per cent) are 
over the age of 60. Two (2.8 per cent) are in the 70 to 80 
group, eight (11.2 per cent) are in the 60 to 70 group, 
1 
twenty-three (32.3 per cent) are in the 50 to 60 group, twenty-
three are in the 40 to 50 group (32.3 per cent), twelve (15.4 
per cent) are in the 30 to 40 group, and only three (4.2 per 
1 cent) are in the 20 to 30 group. 
The average age for the editorial writer is 52 years. 
10 
This compares to the city editor who only averaged 42 years 
11 
and the managing editor who averaged 40 years of age. 
TABLE III 
AGE LEVEL OF EDITORIAL WRITERS 
Number 
1870-1880 
' 1880-1890 
1890-1900 
1900-1910 
1910-1920 
1920-1930 
2 
8 
23 
23 
12 
3 
2.8 
11.2 
32.3 
32.3 
15.4 
4.2 
I 
·I 
Average age --- 52 
5. 
Probably the most significant thing about the editorial 
writer's age is that it points up the long road that must be 
traveled before a newspaperman is deemed qualified enough to 
speak for the newspaper. The publisher is not going to trust 
the voice of his paper to one who is not fully aware of the 
importance of his post. Again and again we are going to see 
throughout this paper that next to the publisher, the editorial 
writer will be longest in point of service and positions held, 
and in many cases, even longer than the publisher. 
From the indications of the fathers' occupations, the 
mothers' occupations, and the number of sisters and brothers 
he had, it would seem as if the editorial writer had a very 
stable home life with plenty of companionship. There is still, 
however, one important factor to be considered in the · background 
and home life of the editorial writer. That is the economic 
environment in which they grew up. 
This discussion of the. average income of the editorial 
writers' fathers will be done in relationship to the national 
average income of the period. We shall also look at the 
studies of Desmarais, Wenberg, and Towsley to see how the 
editorial writers stack up against them. 
According to a study made by Douglas and Jennison, the 
12 
annual average income in 1918 was only $997. It is important 
to keep this figure in mind as we investigate the income of 
the editorial writers' fathers while the editorial writer was 
in grammar school. 
6. 
Twenty-three fathers (39.6 per cent) earned less than 
$2,500, twenty-two fathers (37.9 per cent) earned over $2,500 
but less than $5,000, seven (12 per cent) made over $5,000 
but under $10,000, and six fathers (10.3 per cent) earned over 
$10,000. One father died and two writers did not answer the 
, question. In other \'lords, the great proportion of the fathers 
(77.5 per cent) earned less than $5,000, but more than the 
national average income of $997. This is not too amazing as 
many of the fathers were in the. professional class, but it 
does .seem to point up the fact that many of the editorial 
writers were well-off financially in their youth. 
13 
Wenberg , in his study of mana ging editors, discovered 
.that 50.6 per cent had incomes of less than $1,000, another 
33.1 per cent of the families stated they had incomes of over 
$2,500, but less than $5,000, and 12.5 per cent of the fam-
ilies had incomes between $5,000 and $10,000. Only 3.5 per 
cent had incomes of over $10,000. 
14 
Tew·sley found that 50.8 per cent of the city editors' 
families had incomes of less than $2,500, while another 35.4 
per cent had incomes of over $2,500 but under $5,000. Nine 
per cent had salaries of over %5,000 but under $10,000, and 
4.8 per cent had total earnings of over ~10,000. 
The editorial writers had the largest group of families 
(60.2 per cent) earning over $2,500. Next came the managing 
editors with 49.4 per cent, and then the city editors with 
49.2 per cent. The editorial writers also led in the percentage 
7. 
,of families earning over $10,000 (10.3 per cent). Trailing 
them were the city editors with 4.8 per cent, and the managing 
editors with 3.5 per cent. 
By the time the editorial writer had gotten into high 
15 
school, the na tional earning level had dropped to $549. How-
ever, the earning level of the editorial writer's family showed 
a marked increase. vlliereas in grammar school 39.6 per cent of 
the families had earned less than $2,500 a year, now only 
twelve families (22.2 per cent) a drop of over 17 per cent, 
earned less than $2,500. Each other level s h owed an increase. 
Twenty-four families (44.4 per cent) were now ea rning over 
$2,500 and under J 5,000. Eleven families (20.3 per cent) 
were earning between $5,000 and $10,000, and seven households 
(12.9 per cent) were making better than $10,000 a year. 
15a 
Desmarais, in his study of publishers, found that 
,40.4 per cent of his publishers' fathers were earning under 
'$2,500 and 12.2 per cent were making over $10,000. 
Wenberg found that 39 per cent of the managing editors 1 
16 
.families still had incomes less than $2,500, 43 per cent had 
incomes between $2,500 and $5,000, 13.2 per cent had incomes 
between $5,000 and $10,000, and 4.1 per cent had incomes of 
over #10,000. 
17 
Towsley also found that there was a marked decrease 
1(22.2 per cent) of h is city editors 1 fathers mak ing under 
$2,500, and that now 49.7 per cent of his fathers were making 
between $2,500 and $5,000. Another 15.4 per cent were earning 
- ----- -- _.....;... 
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between $5,000 and $10,000, while 6.3 per cent were earning 
over $10,000. 
In comparison, in a period when the national average was 
down to $549, 77.6 per cent of the editoriig writers' families 
were making over $2,500 a year. Desmarais showed that 59.6 
per cent of the publishers' families were above the $2,500 as 
19 
were 61.1 per cent of the managing editors and 71.4 per cent 
20 
of the city editors. In the "over $10,000 class 11 12.9 per 
cent of the editorial writers were there, as were 12.2 per 
21 22 
cent of the publishers, 6.3 per cent of the city editors, 
23 
and 4.1 per cent of the managing editors. So, through his 
grammar school and high school days, the editorial writer was 
better off financially than any of the other newspaper manage-
ment groups. 
In 1927,when the editorial writer was just finishing 
college, the national average income was $644. The number of 
, editorial writers' families making under $2,500 a .year again 
dropped so that where in high school 22.2 per cent were making 
under $2,500, now only eight families (17.3 per cent) were 
I 
making less than that figure. Thirteen families (28.2 per cent) 
were earning over $2,500 and less than $5,000,and fourteen 
families (30.4 per cent) were making over $5,000 and under 
$10,000. Eight families (17.3 per cent) were making over 
1 $10,000 a year. Three more fathers had died during this per-
iod and twenty writers did not bother to answer the question. 
9. 
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TABLE IV 
INCOME STRATIFICATION OF EDITORIAL WRITERS' FATHERS AS COMPARED 
WITH NATIONAL EARNINGS FOR CORRESPONDING DATES 
Editors' Fathers National Earning& 
GRAMMAR SCHOOL 
Number Income Year 1918 
23 (39.6%) Lees r,500 
f s,ooo 
$997 
22 (37. 9%) Over ~ 2,500, less 
,I 7 (12.0%) Over 5,000, less :wlo,ooo 6 (10.3%) Over · 10,000 
1 Deceased 
I 11 No answer 
HIGH SCHOOL 
Number Income Year 1922 
12 (22.2%) Less ~2,500 $549 
24 (44.4%) Over 2,500, less l5.000 
11 ~ (20. 3%) Over if5,000, less 10,000 
7 (12. 9%) OVer ~10,000 
2 Deceased 
12 No answer 
COLLEGE 
Number Income Year 1927 
8 (17 .3% ) Less r·500 $644 13 (28.2%) OVer 2,500, less ,5,000 14 (30.4%) Over 5,000, less 10,000 
8 (17 .3%) Over 10,000 
3 Deceased 
20 No answer 
--=====..=__,=-= 
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The publishers of Desmarais were still not doing too 
well, as 34.2 per cent were making under $2,500. This was 
just about double the amount of editorial writers' families 
making that low figure. A total of 26.7 per cent were in 
$2,500--$5,000 class, and 19.8 per cent of the publishers' 
families were earning between $5,000 and $10,000. However, 
20.1 per cent of the publishers were making over $10,000 a 
year. 
25 
Of the managing editors, 29.6 were making less than 
$2,500, 44.4 per cent were earning between #2,500 and ~~5,000, 
13.2 per cent were in the $5,000~- $10,000 class, and 4.1 per 
cent were doing better than $10,000 a year. 
26 
The city editors were doing pretty much the same way. 
Of the total, only 22 per cent were earning under ~2,500, and 
45.3 per cent were making between $2,500 and $5,000. Another 
23.3 per cent were in the $5,000--$10,000 group, and 9.3 per 
cent were doing better than $10,000 a year. 
During their college days, all four groups were about 
even. The city editors had the largest group making over 
' $2,500 (77.9 per cent) with the editorial writers in second 
place with 75.9 per cent. Following them came the publishers 
with 75.8 per cent and the managing editors with 70.5 per cent. 
The publishers had the largest group earning over $10,000 a 
year (20.1 per cent), with the editorial writers second (17.3 
per cent), the city editors third with 9.3 per cent, and lastly 
the managing editors with 7.1 per cent. 
11. 
I 
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In summation, during the editorial writers' school 
life, the number of parents making under $2,500 decl.ined from 
39.6 per cent to 17.3 per cent. The number of those .earning 
between $2,500 and $5,000 also decreased from 37.9 per cent to 
28.2 per cent. However, the two other groups showed large 
increases. Those earning from $5.000 to $10,000 increased from 
12 per cent to 30.4 per cent, and those making over $10,000 
increased from 10.3 per cent to 17.3 per cent. 
To delve even further into the editorial writers' 
economic status and background, we decided to pose three more 
questions to hi~: at what age did you begin to contribute to 
your own support, at what a ge did you begin to support your-
self wholly, and, at what age did you leave home to live else-
where. It was further decided to break each question into 
four categories: grammar school (4 - 13 years), high school 
(14- 18 years), college (19- 23 years), and later (after 23 
!l years). We felt that after this series of questions was asked, 
lwe would have a fairly accurate picture of the economic life 
of the editorial writer. 
The greatest number of the editorial writers, 49 (69 
per cent), started contributing to their own support before 
,they were out of high school Thirteen started contributing 
to their own support while in grammar school (18.3 per cent), 
thirty-six (50.7 per cent) while t hey were in high school, 
eighteen (25.3 per cent) while they were in college, and four 
(5.6 per cent) waited until after they got out of college be-
I, 
12. 
fore they mace any contributions. 
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Desmarais found that 31.1 per cent of his publishers 
started contributing to their own support while in grammar 
school, 52 per cent while in high school, and 16.7 per cent 
while in college. Not one publisher waited until after he got 
out of col~before contributing to his own support. 
28 
Wenberg found that 29.1 per cent of the managing 
editors started contributing to their own support while in 
grade school, 52 per cent while in high school, 19.9 per 
cent while in college, and 3.3 waited until after they got 
out of college. 
29 
Towsley discovered that 22.3 per cent of his city 
editors started helping with their own upkeep while in grade 
school, 61 per cent started while in high school, and 16.7 
per cent started while in college. Like the publishers, not 
one of the city editors waited until he got out of college 
before helping to support himself. 
The fact that the editorial writer led a well sheltered 
life is illustrated by their answers to the question, "When 
did you start to wholly support yourself." Their record does, 
however, correlate pretty closely to that of the other three 
30 
newspaper groups. No city editor or editorial write r supported 
himself wholly while in grammar school, while 1.5 per cent of 
31 32 
the publishers, and 1.9 per cent of the managing editors 
supported themselves wholly during the same period~ Fifteen 
of the editorial writers (21.1 per cent) started supporting 
13. 
14. 
TABLE V 
AGES WHEN EDITORIAL WRITERS BEGAN CONTRIBUTING 
TO THEIR OWN SUPPORT 
Number Per Cent 
Grade School (5 to 13 years of age) 13 18.3 
High School (14 to 18 years of age) 36 50.7 
College (19 to 23 years of age) 18 25.3 
Later (after 23 years of age) 4 5.6 
AGES WHEN ED ITORIAL WRITERS BECAlvJE WHOLLY SELF~SUPPORTING 
Number Per Cent 
Grade School (5 to 13 years of age) 0 o.o 
High School (14 to 18 years of age) 15 21.1 
College (19 to 23 years of age) 49 69.0 
Later (after 23 years of age) 7 9.8 
I .. 
AGES WHEN EDITORIAL WRITERS LEFT HOME TO LIVE ELSEWh:ERE 
Number Per Cent 
Grade School (5 to 13 years of age) 0 o.o 
High School (14 to 18 years of age) 13 18.5 
College (19 to 23 years of age) 39 55.7 
Later (after 23 years of age) 13 18.5 
Never 5 7.1 
themselves in .high school, while 32 per cent of the city 
33 34 
editors and publishers and 30.5 per cent of the managing 
35 
editors started at that time. The peak was reached during 
1 the college years (19 to 23 years) when 49 editorial writers 
(69 ~ per cent) started paying their own way, and 56.5 per cent 
36 
of the publishers, 
37 
54.6 per cent of the managing editors, 
38 
and 60.2 per cent of the city editors, the second highest 
total, said they started supporting themselves. Only seven 
editorial writers (9.8 per cent) sald they started to support 
themselves after the age of 23. Ten per cent of the pub-
39 
lishers, 
40 
13 per cent of the managing editors, and 7.8 per 
cent of the city editors waited until after the age of twenty-
three before supporting themselves. 
More than half of the editorial writers, 39 (55.7 per 
cent), left home to live elsewhere during their college years. 
41 
This is a grea t e r percentage than that of the publishers 
42 
(48.1 per cent), managing editors (51.5 per cent), and the 
43 
city editors (44.9 per cent). Th is figure compares to those 
among the editorial writers who became self-supporting during 
their college years (69 per cent). Evidently, many of the 
editorial writers were being helped along by their parents 
until they finished their schooling. 
No editorial writer had to leave home to live else-
where while he was in grammar school, and only 1 per cent of 
44 45 
the publishers, 1.8 per cent of the managing editors, and 
46 
15. 
.05 per cent of the city editors were forced into that occurrance. 
Here again the fact is brought out that most of the newspaper 
men led fairly well-sheltered lives as children. Thirteen 
editorial writers (18.5 per cent) left home during high school, 
47 
while 27.5 per cent of the publishers, 23.4 per cent of 
48 
the managing editors, 
49 
and 23.2 per cent of the city editors 
did the same. Thirteen editorial writers (18.3 per cent) 
waited until after college before they started living else-
where. Th is .. compares to the 23.4 per cent of the publishers, 
51. 
21.4 per cent of the managing editors, and 28.9 per cent 
52 
50 . 
of the city editors who did the same. Five editorial writers 
are still living at home. 
16. 
Most of the editorial writers who answered the questionaire 
come from states with large populaces. The greatest number of 
returns came f'rom Ohio ( 9), with New York second (7), and 
California and Indiana tied for third place with five. The 
greatest number of editorial writers (9) were born in New 
York, with Ohio second (6), and Pennsylvania, Missouri, and 
Indiana tied for third place with five. Most of the states 
were able to find positions for the writers who were born in 
that state. For example, of the nine writers born in New 
York, five are now employed there. Of the six writers born in 
Ohio, five are now working there. Of the five writers origina-
ting from Indiana, three were able to find jobs in that state. 
Of the four writers coming from Illinois, three have jobs there. 
Of the four writers born in Connecticut, three are now employed 
there. California has the best record however, as she was 

able to find positions for all three of the writers who were 
born in that state. The state of Missouri had five writers 
born there, but was not able to find jobs for any of them. 
Of the total, 55.5 per cent of the editorial writers were able 
to find jobs in the state of their birth, while 44.5 per cent 
of the editorial writers had to look elsewhere. 
18. 
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CHAPTER II 
EDUCATION 
In these times it is essential that the editorial writer 
have a college education. The pace of living and the scope 
of knowledge has so breadened that, unless the editorial writer 
has an understanding of why things happen, and unless he under-
stands the background of news, he cannot give his reader an 
intelligent piece of writing. Fifty years ago, education was 
not necessary. Today it is imperative. We live in a world 
of the atom, the airplane, and countless other inventions, 
that were not around fifty years ago. We live in a world that 
is not divided into isolated segments existing apart from each 
other, but in a parochial world of competing nations. Unless 
the editorial writer has a full understanding of world history, 
economics, and knows the customs and ways of foreign countries 
and peoples, he cannot give his reader an editorial which will 
be clear and luc~d, and back up his opin~ons with facts. And 
unless the editorial writer can maintain an intellectual level 
.on a par with his readers, many of whom are college graduates, 
his editorials will be too ineffective to have any positive 
effect. 
Seventy-two writers ans.wered the questions on their 
~ducational background, and seventy-one (98.5 per cent) stated 
that they had completed grammar school. The one who didn't 
domplete his elementary schooling said that he had only missed 
by one year of doing so. Of the seventy-one writers who attended 
high school, all said that they had completed their training 
there. However, eleven of the editorial writers (15 per cent) 
stopped going to school on their completion of high school. 
Of the sixty editorial writers who went on to college, six-
teen failed to get their degree (26.6 per cent). Four attended 
college for only one year, three attended for two years, one 
went for two and. one half year, three went for three years, 
one attended for three and one half years, and four went for 
four years but failed to get a degree. 
Forty-three editorial writers finished college (60.5 
per cent). Thirty (69.7 per cent) of them received B.A. degrees, 
five (11.6 per cent) were awarded B.S. degrees, and four (9.3 
per cent) r eceived Ph. B. degrees. Two editorial writers 
received a B.J. degree (4.6 per cent), .while one writer (2.3 
per cent) was awarded a B.L. degree, and another (2.3 per cent) 
received a B.ME. degree. 
Nine editorial writers (12.6 per cent) received grad-
uate awards. Three writers were given M.A. degrees (33.3 
per cent), while three received (33.3 per cent) M.s. degrees. 
Two writers (22.2 per cent) were g iven a B.LIT. degree, and 
one (11.1 per cent) received an LL.B. 
Two editorial writers have received honorary degrees, 
one without ever havling attended college. One of the writers 
received an LL.D. and the other received an LL.B. One editor-
ial writer has received two foreign degrees, an Len Land a 
1\ 
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TABLE VII 
EDUCATIONAL TRAINING OF EDITORIAL WRITERS 
Higher Degrees Number Per Cent 
'~ 
M.A. 3 
M.S. 3 
LL.B. l. 
B. LIT. 2 
Total 9 12.6 
Degrees (including those with higher degrees) 
B.A. 30 
B.s. 5 
PH.B. 4 
B.L. 1 
B.ME. 1 
B.J. 2 
Total 43 60.5 
Year .in College (no degree) 
4 years 4 
3-i years 1 
3 years 3 
2i years 1 
~ 2 years 3 
1 year _!L 
Total 16 22.5 
II 
D en L. One of the writers has received a license to practice 
law, and another is studying for his B.S. degree. 
The outstanding tact about these figures is that, in 
the case of college graduates and those going on for higher 
degrees, the percentage is higher than in any of the other 
five studies made along this line. While nine editorial 
writers (12.6 per cent) received graduate degrees, only 9.8 per 
1 2 
cent of the publishers, 4.6 per cent of the managing editors, 
3 
and 3.3 per cent of the city editors received graduate degrees. 
Of those receiving college degrees, the editorial writers 
again led the other groups with 60.5 per cent of their number 
4 
getting them. Following them in order came the publishers 
5 
with 56.1 per cent, the managing editors with 50.2 per cent, 
6 
the city editors with 47.4 per cent, Rosten's Washington 
8 
Corresp ondents with 47.2 per cent, and Harrel's editors with 
40.8 per cent. It would seem from this comparison that a 
college degree is an important prerequisite for the editorial 
writer. 
TABlE VIII 
EDUCATION OF ED]TORIAL WRITERS AS COMPARED 
WITH EDITORS, WASHINGTON CORRESPONDENTS, 
PUBLISHERS, MANAGING EDITORS, AND CITY EDITORS 
Harrel's Rosten's Desmarais' 
Group Grou12 Grou12 
Graduate Degree 9.8% 
College Degree 40.8% 47.2% 56.1% 
Attended College 67.4% 72.4% 89.6% 
26. 
Managing City Editorial 
Editors Egitors Writers 
Graduate Degree 4.6% 3~3% 12.6% 
College Degree 50.2% 47.4% 60.5% 
Attended College 73.5% 75.3% 83.0% 
In the October 1951 issue of the Nieman Reports, Louis 
9 
r-1. Lyons, Curator of the Nieman Foundation, said, when asked 
the best way to provide for a career in journalism, "In 
general,I am for providing the maximum chance for studies 
of a general nature, history, literature, economics, sociology, 
etc., and a minimum time , on the te.chniques of journalism. 
But w just what the minimpm should be I would not attempt 
.. 
to prescribe for varying conditions. If you ask, a minimum 
for what: I should say a minimum for getting a job; for I am 
sure that techniques are best learned and most rapidly, on 
the job under most conditions. If a student has a good general 
education, as for example, in the case of one already having 
completed a liberal arts program, then I see no objection and 
some advantage in concentrating on techniques as in a grad-
uate year like .Columbia 1 s." 
The largest percentage of editorial writers (23.7 per 
cent) majored in English during their college days. Two 
editorial "''Triters backed this up with a .minor in Political 
Science, two with a minor in Economics, two with a minor in 
Journalism, and two with .a minor in Languages. One each 
minored in History, Biology, Law, and Philosophy. 
27. 
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The second largest group of editorial writers (22 
per cent) majored in History. Four History majors minored 
in Economics, three in Political Science, and three in 
English. One minored in Law and· another minored in Foreign 
Affairs. 
The third major field of specialization was that of 
Journalism. This field totaled 10 per cent of the editorial 
writers. However of the six persons majoring in the field, 
only one minored in some subject and that was Political 
Science. 
Four writers (6.7 )per cent) majored in Political 
Wcience, with minors in Journalism, English, and Economics. 
Three writers (5 per cent) majored .in Engineering 
with minors · in English and History, three (5 per cent) ma-
jored in Languages with minors in English and Physics, and 
three editorial writers (5 per cent) just took a general 
course with one taking a .minor in Prejournalism. 
One editorial writer (1.6 per cent) majored in Philo-
sophy with a minor in Art, one majored in Economics with a 
minor in History, one majored in Agriculture with a minor in 
Economics, one majored in Education, another majored in Soci-
ology with a minor in English, and one writer majored in 
Speech. 
These fields that the editorial writers majored in 
10 
are quite similar to those majored in b y the publishers, 
11 12 
managing editors, and city editors. English, the field 
28._ 
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TABLE IX 
FIELD OF SPECIALIZATION IN COLLEGE 
Field Number Per Cent 
English 14 23.7 
Minor: 
Political Science 2 
Economics 2 
Journalism 2 
Languages 2 
Biology 1 
History 1 
Law 1 
Philosophy 1 
History 13 22.0 
Minor: 
Economics 4 
Political Science 3 
English 3 
Law 1 
Foreign Affairs 1 
Journalism 6 10.1 
Minor: 
Political Science 1 
Political Science 4 6.7 
Minor: 
Journalism 1 
English 1 
Economics 1 
Engineering 3 s.o 
Minor: 
English 1 
History 1 
30. 
Field . Number Per Cent 
Language 3 5.0 
IUnor: 
English 1 
Physics 1 
General 3 5.0 
Minor: 
Pre journalism 1 
Philosophy 1 1.6 
Minor: 
Art 1 
Economics 1 1.6 
Minor: 
History 1 
Agriculture 1 1.6 
Minor: 
Economics 1 
Sociology 1 1.6 
Minor: 
English 1 
Education 1 1.6 
Speech 1 1.6 
that the largest percentage of editorial writers majored 
in, was also the leading major field of the publishers and 
managing editors. It was the second leading major field of 
the city editors. History, the second most important field 
with the editorial writers, was fifth with the publishers, 
fourth with the managing editors, and third with the city 
editors. In third place for the editorial writers was 
Journalism. This field ranked first with the city editors, 
and second with both the publishers and managing editors. 
The editorial writers were not qu ite as active in 
their collegiate extra-curricular activities as might be 
hoped for. Thirty writers (50.8 per cent) said they indulged 
in no extra-curricular activity. The leading activity of 
those who did participate was the college publication. Six-
teen writers were active in this, of which nine of them 
31. 
were editors, and one was sports editor. The second most 
popular activity was sports (all kinds) with 12 of the editorial 
writers giving them a tumble. Other activities and honors 
were: Phi Beta Kappa, four; Debating, four; School Frater-
nities, four; Student Council, three; School Organizations, 
three; Dramatics, three; Valedictorian of Grade and High 
School, one; Literary Club, one; Class Poet, one; Sigma Delta 
Chi, one; History medal, one; Kappa Tau Alpha, one; Pulitzer 
traveling Scho.larship, one; Honor Society, one; Class Presi-
dent, one; Football Manager, one; Lo'\'Tden P:bize in Forensics, 
one. 
• 
• 
Since getting out of college, two have been awarded 
honorary degrees, one has become a Nieman Fellow, one has 
won two Sigma Delta Chi citations, and another ha s won an 
award for distinguished service in 1952 • 
32. 
CHAPTER III 
BACKGROUND IN JOURNALISM 
Frank Cobb said in an address before the American 
Association of Teachers of Journalism, "You cannot make a 
good edit orial re~rter out of a man who hasn't a sense of 
news. That is why the best editorial writers are men who 
have had experience in gathering and presenting the news 
of the day. I never knew a good editorial writer who was 
1 
not a good reporter." And as we shall see in this chapter, 
many of the editorial writers have covered the whole gamut 
of newspaper experience. Some have started as low as news-
boys and worked up to a position of editor or assistant to 
the publisher. It is in this training that the editorial 
writer comes face to face with all kinds of situations, all 
kinds of peop le and opinion, and above all, gets the necessary 
experience that enables him to become an editorial writer, 
possibly the most important post on the newspaper, with 
the exception of the publisher and editor. For the editor-
ial is not just an expression of opinion jotted down on a 
piece of paper. It is an expression of the soul of the news-
paper backed up with facts. It says, here is what we believe 
and here is why we believe it. In essence, it is the news-
paper's voice. 
The great majority of the newspapermen came into the 
profession by their own choice or a desire to write. Many 
of the editorial wr '!_~ers ap~-=-wer~ng_the_ ques~ i~Q.n "By what 
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manner did you come into the field" gave more than one 
reason. Each answer, however, was tabulated, and the final 
total showed that thirty-four editorial writers (45.9 per 
cent) entered journalism through their own desire. To me 
this is a good sign for it shows that the editorial writers 
considered the journalism profession a proud one to belong 
to. This fact is borne out, as we shall see later, by the 
longevity records of many of the editorial writers. The 
second most popular reason for entering the field was because 
of a desire tb write. Twenty writers (27 per cent) listed 
this as their reason for making journalism a career. Four-
teen writers (18.9 per cent) said t hey entered the field by 
coincidence, and five (6.7 per cent) entered because their 
father owned the paper. Two writers (2.7 per cent) came into 
the p rofession through a school of journalism, but t h is 
f igure is misleading because, although only two writers 
listed this reason, many others attended schools of journal-
ism. However, only two editorial writers listed this as 
their direct reason for entering the field. 
Fifteen writers (20.2 per cent) listed other reasons, 
outs~de of those already mentioned. Some of those reasons 
were: "Father was a printer; some natural interest and apti-
tude for newspaper work." "Suggested by my father because 
of a natural proficiency i n English and Composition." 
"While practicing law, did occasional rep orts on legal 
subjects; also music criticism." and "Was influenced in 
35. 
TABLE X 
REASONS FOR ENTERING JOURNALISM--EDITORS, 
CORRESPONDENTS, PUBLISHERS, MANAGING EDITORS, 
CITY EDITORS, AND EDITORIAL WRITERS 
Reason Harrel's 
Group 
Choice 49.6% 
Coincidence 26.5% 
Sch. of Journalism 
Inheritance 
Desire to Write 
Other 
Reason N.anaging 
Editors 
Choice 60.2% 
_Go incidence 15.7% 
Sch. of Journalism 6.8% 
Inheritance 8.6% 
Desire to Write 
Other 
Rosten's 
Group 
75.5% 
11.8% 
City 
Editors 
41.3% 
22.1% 
18.8% 
0.9% 
12.1% 
4.8% 
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Publishers 
38.2% 
19.6% 
5.4% 
23.5% 
8.8% 
Editorial 
Writers 
45.9% 
18.9% 
2.7% 
6.7% 
27.0% 
20.2% 
I 
II 
I 
= 
college days by advice of Charles E. Van Loan." 
In their early monumental studies of newspapermen, 
2 3 
Harrel and Rosten came up with some very interesting conclu-
sions along this line. Harrel found that his editor group 
chose journalism by a percentage of 49.6, and only 26.5 per 
cent of his editors entered by coincidence. Rosten, in his 
study of Washington correspondents, discovered that 75.5 
per cent of them entered by choice, while another 11.8 per 
cent entered by coincidence. 
4 
In his investigation of publishers, Desmarais re-
vealed that 38.2 per cent chose journalism, while 23.5 per 
cent came into the field by inheritance. Nineteen point six 
per cent entered the field merely by coincidence, 8.8 per 
cent because of a desire to write, and only 5.4 per cent 
through a school of journalism. 
5 
Wenberg, in his study of managing editors, found that 
60.2 per cent chose journalism, 15.7 per cent entered just 
by coincidence, 8.6 per cent came in by inheritance, and 6.8 
per cent entered through a school of journalism. Not one 
manag ing editor went into journalism because of a desire to 
write. 
6 
The city editors, as studied by Towsley, also mainly 
chose to enter newspaper work. This group totaled 41.3 per 
cent, while 22.1 per cent entered by coincidence, 18.8 per 
cent through a school of journalism, 12.1 per cent because 
of a desire to write, and only .09 per cent through inheri-
tance. 
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The Washington correspondents had the greatest per-
centage of those choosing to go into journalism with more 
than three quarters of their number entering by this method 
(75.5 per cent). The editorial writers were down in fourth 
place wi th only 45.9 per cent choosing journalism. More 
editorial writers (27 per cent) entered by wanting to write 
8 
than any of the other groups. The publishers, as might be 
expected, had the greatest percentage (23.5 per cent) of 
those who entered by inheriting the paper. 
The trail along the path of newspaper work is a long 
and arduous one. This study has shown, as have the ot hers, 
that many positions must be filled before a man is judged 
qualified enough to fill a managerial post on the newspaper. 
It is a long climb, but one fruitful in the way of training 
and experience. The seventy-four editorial ~riters had a 
grand total of 352 jobs for an average of 4.7 jobs per ed-
itorial writer. Fifty-five writers (7§.6 per cent) were 
reporters in their early days. This percentage is lower 
9 
than the number of publishers who were reporters (82.6 per 
10 
cent), of the managing editors who were reporters (76.7 
11 
per cent), and the number of city editors who were report-
ers (8i.4 per cent). Th i s percentage of editorial writers 
who were reporters is more than double the figure for the 
next highest group which was. editorial writing (27 mentions, 
36 .4 per cent). The reason that this category was included, 
as this is a study of editorial writers, is that many of them 
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have gone on to assume higher posts in the newspaper organi-
zation (chief editorial writer, editor). After editorial 
writing the jobs follow in this order: Editor, 26 mentions 
(35.1 per cent); Managing editor, 24 votes (32.5 per cent);' 
I 
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City editor, 23 mentions (31 per cent); Copy desk, 12 mentions 
(16.2 per cent); Telegraph editor, 11 mentions (14.8 per cent); 
News editor, 11 mentions (14.8 per cent); Associate editor, 
11 mentions (14.8 per cent); Rewrite, 7 mentions,9.4 per cent); 
State editor, 7 mentions (9.4 per cent); Weekly editor, 6 
votes (8.1 per cent); Assistant city editor, 6 mentions (8.1 
per cent); School reporter, 5 mentions (6.7 per cent); Sports 
editor, 5 mentions (6.7 per cent); Editorial page editor, 
5 mentions (6.7 per cent); Columnist, 5 mentions (6.7 per 
cent); Copy boy, 5 mentions (6.7 per cent); bports writer, 
5 mentions (6.7 per cent ) ; and Newsboy, 5 mentions (6.7 per 
cent}~ . 
Those jobs which re~ieved four mentions and 5.4 per 
cent of the total were: Chief editorial writer, Assistant 
editor, and Correspondent. 
Those positions which received three mentions and 4 
per cent of the total were: School editor, A.P., Proof 
reader, Copy Editor, Public Relations work, and County 
Building reporter • 
Those jobs which received two mentions and 2.7 per 
cent of the total were: Assistant Telegraph editor, V~keup 
editor, Editorial assistant, Feature writer, Sunday editor, 
II 
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TABLE XI 
NEWSPAPER POSITIONS HELD 
Position Number Per Cent 
Reporter 55 75.6 
Editorial Writer 27 36.~ 
Editor 26 35.1 
¥.ian aging Editor 24 32.4 
City Editor 23 31.0 
Copy Desk 12 16.2 
Telegraph Editor 11 14.8 
News Editor 11 
Associate Editor 11 
Rewrite 7 9.4 
State Editor 7 
\'leekly Editor 6 8.1 
Assistant City Editor 6 
School Reporter 5 6.7 
Editorial Pa·ge Editor 5 
Sports Editor 5 
Columnist 5 
Copy Boy 5 
Sports Writer 5 
Newsboy 5 
Chief Editorial Writer 4 5.4 
Assistant Editor 4 
Position 
Correspondent 
School Editor 
A.P. 
Proof Reader 
Public Relations Work 
Copy Editor 
County Building Reporter 
Makeup Editor 
Assistant Telegraph Editor 
Editorial Assistant 
Sunday Editor 
Feature Writer 
Editorial Executive 
Book Editor 
Drama Critic 
u.P. 
Publisher 
Bureau Chief 
A.P. \'fire Desk 
Foreign Correspondent 
Church Editor 
Real Estate Editor 
Night Editor 
Special Editor 
Apprentice Printer 
Number 
4 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
- --
Per Cent 
5.4 
4.0 
2.7 
1.3 
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Position . 
Agricultural Editor, 
u.s. Department of Agri-
culture 
Economics Editor, Iowa State 
College 
Assistant County Editor 
Business Manager 
Assistant Editor, Editorial 
Page 
Research 
Cable Desk 
Assistant State Desk 
Research Assistant 
Assistant Sports Editor 
Printer 
Literary Editor 
Night City Editor 
Co-Publisher 
Political Editor 
Political Reporter 
Special Assignment 
Police Reporter 
Book Reviewer 
Legislative Correspondent 
Public Service Director 
Advertising (business p~per) 
Obituary Editor 
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Number Per Cent 
1 1.3 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
I 
I 
Position Number Per Cent 
I.N.S. 1 1.3 
County Editor 1 
U.P. News Editor 1 
Bureau Staffer 1 
Music Ed itor 1 
Editor, Sunday Editorial 
Page 1 
No Answer 2 
Editorial execu tive, Book editor, Drama critic, D.P., Pub-
lisher, and. Bureau Chief. 
Those positions which were only mentioned once and 
received 1.3 per cent of the total were: A.P. Wire Desk, 
Foreign .correspondent, Church editor., Rea l Estate editor, 
night editor, Special editions, Apprentice printer, Cable 
desk, Agricultural editor, u. s . Depa rtment of Agriculture, 
Economics editor, Iowa State College, Assistant county ed-
itor, Business manager, Assistant editor, Editorial page, 
Research assistant, State desk, Printer, Assistant s ports 
editor, Literary editor, Night city editor, Co-Publisher, 
Political reporte r, Political editor, Police reporter, 
Specia l assignments, Bo ok reviewer, Legislative corresp ondents, 
Public service director, Advertising (business paperY, I. N.s., 
Obituary editor, County editor, U.P. News editor, Music 
editor, Bureau staffer, Editor, Sunday editorial page. Two 
editorial writers didn't answer the question. 
__:::: ---=- ----
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As can be seen from this list, just about every job 
in the newspaper business has been mentioned at least once. 
Hovtever, there were a few writers who did not answer the 
question per se. They gave replies such as, "I've held 
virtually every job in the editorial department," or "Worked 
in all capacities," or nstarted as a high school space corres-
pondent. Have been editor in a dozen metropolises. Also 
for Hearst, Scripps-Howard, Sterns, Gannett, and Paul Block." 
Unlike the other professions where professional train-
ing is a required necessity, journalism calls for no such 
thing. And, alt hough more and more students are attending 
schools of journalism before entering the profession, this 
"no-training-necessary" factor is brought out by the multi-
tude of outside jobs held by the editorial write rs • . With 
the exception of teaching and the armed service s, most of 
them were held before entering journalism. 
Forty-three p oint two per cent of the editorial writers 
went right into the field without holding outside jobs. The 
white colla r group held the most jobs with thirty-seven 
(50 per cent). ~~ny of these jobs were in the advertising 
field and so were in close p roximity to the newspaper busi-
ness. There is one ex-U.S. Senator among the editorial 
writers and one pilot instructor. Of the men who held outside 
jobs, the great majority of them stated they entered jour-
nalism by "co~rtcidence." 
TABLE XII 
OUTSIDE JOBS HELD BY EDITORIAL WRITERS 
Job Number Per 
None 32 
White Collar 37 
Armed Services 7 
Farmer 4 
Proprietary 3 
Senator 1 
Labor 20 
Skilled 4 
Semi-skilled 2 
Unskilled 14 
Artist 1 
Pilot Instructor 1 
Teacher 5 
II 
' 
Cent 
43.2 
50.0 
9.4 
5.4 
4.0 
1.3 
27.0 
1.3 
1.3 
6.7 
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CHAPTER IV 
r.1ARRIAGE AND FAMILY LIFE 
The marriage and family life of the editorial writer 
is, if anything, above normal. Contrary to the numerous 
books and movies that have portrayed the average newspaperman 
as a bachelor whose main interests are women and drinking, 
the real life journalist and editorial writer is a married 
man with children, and whose main pursuits take place with-
in the vicinity of his home. 
The results of the questionaire show that of the seven-
ty-four who answered, sixty-seven (95 per cent) are married, 
four (5 per cent) are still single, and two didn't bother to 
answer the question. Those married are the parents of 151 
children for an average of 2.1 children per family. This 
1 
average is higher than that of the managing editors and 
2 
city editors who averaged 1.6 children and 1.9 ch1U.dren 
respectively. However, it is lower than the 2.3 children 
3 
per family of the publishers. Three children families are 
the most popular with two children families following close 
behind. Statistically, there were nine editorial writers 
who have had only one child, nineteen with two children, 
twenty writers with three children, ten writers wi.th four 
children and two editorial writers who have five children. 
Five editorial writers' families are childless. 
Although the mean number of children (2.1) is below 
47. 
the r.atbba~ mean of 1940 (3.1), it is still considerably 
above the national mean for college graduates which was 
4 
1.77. 
Forty-five of the editorial writers (68 per cent) 
still have single children, and twenty-four of the writers 
(32 per cent) have married children. Five of the writers 
have had children who have died and one writer didn't bother 
to answer the question. One factor that helps point up the 
very stable home life of ·the editorial writers is that not 
one of the editorial writers who took time to answer the 
questionaire has any children who are divorced, and only one 
has a child who is separated from his mate. 
On the average, the editorial writer got married at 
26 years of age and their wives at 23 years and seven months. 
5 
Although this is above the national average of 1930, which 
was 24.3 years for males and 21.3 years for females, it still 
6 
compares very favorably with the ages of the publishers, 
7 8 
Managing editors, and city editors. Desmarais placed the 
age of marriage of his publishers at 26 and their wives at 
23.6 years. Wenberg, in his study of managing editors, found 
that the average age for marriage was 25.3 years for the 
editors and 22.6 years for their wives. Towsley discovered 
that the city editors got married when they were 24.6 years 
and their wives took the step at 23.6 years. Six editorial 
writers are younger than their wives and one editorial 
writer neglected to state his wife's age. Three writers 
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have been married more than once, two because of the death 
of their wives. 
From the viewpoint of occupations, editorial v1ritere 
are married to more school teachers than any other group. 
They number 13 for a percentage of 19.6. Secretaries were 
in second place with nine (15.3 per cent). Seven students 
were chosen for wives and five office clerks. Only three 
of the writers chose wives who were in the writing game. 
Fifteen of the editorial \'Tri ters stated that their wives 
did not have any occupation at the time of marriage and one 
just didn't bother to answer the question. 
The editorial writer, as befitting his profession of 
journalism - which is basically concerned with people and 
events - is a member of many different social organizations. 
More than ninety different groups were represented in this 
study. But not only does the edit orial writer belong to many 
social groups, but he also takes pride in being a member of 
those organizations which are for his profession alan~. Of 
the six group s which are most heavily r epresented, four of 
them are exclusively for journalists. It is through these 
j ournali.st ic organizations that the editorial writer is able 
to keep in contact with other men of his profession, and 
learn the latest developments within the field • 
The ninety organizations were attended by seventy-two 
editorial writers, h ol d ing 242 memberships. This averagea 
out to 3.3 memberships per editorial writer. Two editorial 
II 
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ADDENDUM 
Number 
V'Jife' s Age Omitted 1 
\'life Older than 
Husband 6 
Married More than 
Once 3 
No Answer 2 
Total Editorial Writers: 
Answered 
Married 
74 
67 
Family Number 
Size Children 
1 9 
2 38 
3 60 
4 40 
5 10 
Total 157 
Average Children per 
Marriage 2.3 
Families with No 
Children 5 
writers did not answer the question and eleven said they 
did not belong to any organization or did not have time to 
belong to one. 
The organization which was most popular with the . 
editorial writers was the Greek fraternity. Sixteen editor-
ial writers (22 per cent) belonged to them. This is a higher 
percentage than that attained by the other members of news-
9 
paper's hiarchy. The publishers belonged to fraternities to 
10 
a percentage of 20.4, the managing editors to a percentage 
11 
of 21.5, and the city editors belonged with a percentage 
of 14. This 22 per cent does not nea rly compare with the 
12 
top organization of the publishers (the Rotary of which 
40.3 per cent belonged.) However it is higher than the top 
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organization of the managing editors (the Elks of which 
21.5 per cent belonged), and the top organization of the 
14 
city editors (Sigma Delta Chi of which 20.6 per cent be-
longed). The second favorite organization was the American 
Society of Newspaper Editors (A.S.H.E.) which attained a 
percentage of 20.8. Next on the list was Sigma Delta Chi 
with a membership of 19.5 per cent. As can be seen, two of 
the top three organizations which editorial writers belong 
to are directly concerned with the field of journalism. 
Other organizations which the writers belong to are: Local 
clubs (19.5 per cent); Rotary (12.5 per cent); Kiwanis (11.1 
per cent); National Conference of Editorial Writers (11.1 per 
cent); Masons (11.1 per cent); Press clubs (11.1 per cent); 
Elks (8.3 per cent); University Club (8.3 per cent); Chamber 
of Commerce (6.9 per cent); Knights of Columbus (6.9 per cent); 
Discussion groups (5.4 per cent); American Legion (4.1 per 
cent); Salt Lake Committee of Foreign Relations (4.1 per cent); 
Decatur club (2.7 per cent); Nieman Fellows (2.7 per cent); 
Alumni clubs (2.7 per cent); Newcomers Society of England 
(2.7 per cent); A.P. Managing Editors (2.7 per cent); State 
societies (2.7 per cent); Pennsylvania Society of Newspaper 
Editors (2.7 per cent); State Editorial Associations (2.7 
per cent); Lions (2.7 per cent); Press Associations (2.7 per 
cent); Local cultural clubs (2.7 per cent~; and others. 
Those organizations which received only one mention 
and were not included in the table are: Commonwealth club, 
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TABLE XIV 
SOCIAL ORGAN IZATIONS OF THE EDITORIAL WRITERS 
Organization 
Fraternity (Greek Letter) 
A.S.N.E. 
Sigma Delta Chi 
Local Clubs 
Rotary 
Kiwanis 
National Conference of 
Editorial Writers 
Masons 
Press Clubs 
El ks 
University Club 
Chamber of Commerce 
Knights of Columbus 
Discussion Groups 
American Legion 
Salt Lake Committee of 
Foreign Relations 
Decatur Club 
Nieman Fellows 
Alumni Clubs 
Newcomers Society of England 
A. P . 1-1 .E. 
Number 
16 
15 
14 
14 
9 
8 
8 
8 
8 
6 
6 
5 
5 
4 
3 
3 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
Per Cent 
22.0 
20.8 
19.5 
19.5 
12.1 
11.1 
8.3 
6. 9 
5.4 
4.1 
2.7 
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Organization Number Per Cent 
State Societies 2 2.7 
Pennsylvania Society of 
Newspaper Editors 2 
Lions 2 
Press Associations 2 
State Editorial Associations 2 
Local Cultural Clubs 2 
Yacht club, Union League club, Academy of Political Science, 
Council on Foreign Relations, Naval Reserve, National Asso-
ciation for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), Repub-
lican Political organization, National Editorial Association, 
Moose, Te Deum International, Torch, Civic associations, 
Chess club, Soil Conservation Society of America, Golf club, 
American Veterans Committee, Sons of the American Revolution, 
Pennsylvania Society of Newspaper Publishers, Shrine, Grid 
club, Utah Headliners club, Public Administration Society, 
Pennsylvania Legislative Correspondents Association, Pen and 
Pencil club of Philadelphia, Athletic club, Hermit club, 
HarV·ard club, Aero club, Cleveland Aviation club, Oregon 
Prisoners Association, Military Order of World Wars, Mental 
Health Association, Portland Chamber Orchestra Associat i on, 
Red Cross, Historical Society, Childre~s Aid Society, Utah 
Conference of Social Work, International Press Institute, 
Palma Cira Golf club, Tubercular and Health Association, 
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Charlotte Executive club, and one editorial writer just 
listed his societies as ~many." 
The hobbies of the editorial writers were chosen main-
ly for the purpose of relaxing. Although s ports head the list, 
they are of the quiet kind. Very few of the hobbies require 
much exertion or give much exercise. Out of seventy-four 
editorial writers answering the questionaire, fifty-three 
different hobies resulted. There was an average of 2.2 
hobbies per editorial writer. Golf was the favorite activity 
of editorial writers with seventeen mentions. Fishing fol-
lowed with fourteen votes. This compares pretty closely to 
15 16 
the studies made of publishers, managing editors, and 
17 
city editors, who also listed golf and fishing as among 
their favorite hobbies. Other pastimes t the.t received men-
tion were: Gardening , 11 mentions; Traveling, 8 mentions; 
Photography, 6 mentions; Reading, 6 mentions; Taking Care 
of Home, 6 mentions; Bridge, 6 mentions; Music, 5 mentions; 
Swimming, 5 mentions; Bowling, 4 mentions; Carpentry, 4 
mentions; Squash, 3 mentions; Flying, 3 mentions; Tennis, 
3 mentions; Cards, 3 mentions; Horseback Riding, 2 mentions; 
All Sports, 2 mentions; Baseball, 2 mentions; Creative 
writing, 2 mentions; Stamp Collecting, 2 mentions. 
Those hobbies which are not included in the table but 
received one mention are: Oil Painting, Volleyball, Moun~ain 
Vacationing , Beach, Mountain Climbing, Weather Forecasting, 
Women, Tape Recording, Shooting, Teaching , Hiking, Double 
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Hobby 
Golf 
Fishing 
Gardening 
Traveling 
Photography 
Taking Care of Home 
Reading 
Bridge 
Music 
Swimming 
Bowling 
Carpentry 
Squash 
Flying 
Tennis 
1 Cards 
Horseback Riding 
All Sports 
Baseball 
' Creative Writing 
Stamp Collecting 
None 
rr 
I 
I, 
TABLE XV 
HOBBIES 
Number 
17 
14 
11 
8 
6 
6 
6 
6 
5 
5 
4 
4 
3 
3 
3 
3 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
8 
Per Cent 
22.9 
18.9 
14.9 
9.4 
8.1 
6.7 
5.4 
4.0 
2.7 
56. 
Crostics, Football Watching, Model Trains, Kids, Harness 
Racing, Chess, Hunting, V.!B.thematics, Social Agencies, Poker, 
Study of City Planning, Raising Doge, Camelias, Whodunits, 
Bicycling, Male Quartet Singing, Theater, History, Foreign 
Affairs, Amateur Radio, and Basketball. Eight editorial 
writers answered "none" to the question. 
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CHAPTER V 
RELIGION 
From the time the pilgrims landed on Plymouth Rock in 
1620, the United States has served as a melting pot and place 
of asylum for all religious groups and bodies. Although we 
have tried, and successfully so, to maintain a separation of 
the church and state, it has always been an unspoken require-
ment of our public officials that they be a member of some 
religion, no matter what the religion. We enjoy greater reli-
gious freedom than any nation has in all of history, and it is 
only a few minor, racial intolerant groups (the K. K.K. for one) 
that believe one religious body is better than the next. 
In this chapter on religion, we decided to conduct the 
study by two methods; by study i ng the religi ous background and 
habits of the editorial writer, and by comparing these to the 
background and habits of the publishers, managing editors, and 
city editors. It was felt that ·by these two methods, we would 
be able to get a clear and lucid p icture of the religious life 
of the editorial writer. 
1 
As in the study of city editors, we felt that there 
might be a discrepancy between church members and church goers. 
Because one editorial writer belonged to a church did not mean 
he attended it. Therefore the question was asked of him: How 
often do you attend church? Regularly, occasionally, rarely 
or never. 
----=- - -~-= 
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Of the seventy-four editorial writers who answered the 
questionaire, twenty seven (36.4 per cent) said that they 
attended church regularly. 
2 
This figure is under the average 
for publishers (50.8 per cent), managing 
4 
cent), and city editors ' (42.1 per cent. 
3 
editors (41.9 per 
Twenty-one (28.3 per 
cent) editorial writers said that they went to church occasion-
ally. This percentage wa s a lso lower than that of the pub-
5 6 
lishers (32.1 per cen~- ), of the managing editors (30.1 per 
7 
cent), and of the city editors (32.2 per cent). From these 
fi gures it is quite a pparent that the editorial writer is less 
a churchgoer than his associates on the newspaper mana gement 
staff. This statement can also be backed up by the other 
figures obtained from this question. Ten (13.5 per cent) of 
the editorial writers said that they rarely went to church. 
8 
60. 
This was higher than the average of the publishers , but still 
9 10 
and city editors. under the percentages of the managing editors 
The three percentages were respect i vely 11.5, 17.9, and 14 
per cent. Another ten writers (13.5 ~per cent) said that they 
never went to church. Although this figure is lower than that 
11 
for the manag i ng editors (16.8 per cent), it is much higher 
12 
than that of the publishers (5.5 per cent), and slightly 
13 
higher than that of the city editors (11.7 per cent). So, 
while 78.2 per cent of the editorial writers do attend church 
at some t ime or other, it is st i ll below the figure for the 
other three newspaper groups which were 94.4 per cent for the 
publishers, 89.9 per cent for the managing editors, and 88.3 
TABLE XVI 
CHURCH ATTENDANCE OF EDITORIAL WRITERS AS COMPARED 
TO PUBLISHERS, ~~AGING EDITORS, AND CITY EDITORS 
Attendance 
Regularly 
Occasionally 
Rarely 
Never 
Attendance 
Regularly 
Occasionally 
Rarely 
Never 
Per cent 
Publishers 
50.8 
32.1 
11.5 
5.5 
Per cent 
Gity:: Editors 
42.1 
32.2 
14.0 
11.7 
• 
Per Cent 
Managing Editors 
41.9 
30.1 
17.9 
16.8 
Per cent 
Editorial Writers 
36.4 
28.3 
13.5 
13.5 
per cent for the city editors. Three editorial writers did 
not answer the quewtion. 
The Protestant church completely dominated all the 
other religions in this study, just as it does throughout 
the country as a whole. Fifty editorial writers (67.5 per 
cent) answered that they were members of the Protestant chu~cQ. 
The next largest religious group was the Roman Catholic 
church with 13.5 per cent of the editorial writers belonging. 
Following these two religions. came three other groups, Jewish, 
Quaker, and Mormon, with one member ap iece and only 1.3 per 
61. 
cent of the total percentage. 
This domination by the Protestant church was also dis-
14 
covered in the three other studies made. The Publishers 
were 88.4 per cent Protestant, 5.5 per cent Catholic, and 
4.5 per cent said that they had no religion. The managing 
15 
editors said that 85 per cent of their number were Protestant, 
1 11. 9 per cent were Catholic, 4.0 per cent were Jewish, and 
16 
16 per cent had no religion. For the city editors, 77.7 
per cent were Protestant, 20.1 per cent were Catholic, 2.6 
per cent were Jewish et al, and 13.7 claimed no religious 
faith. 
All of the editorial writers answered that they had had 
some form of religious training when they were youngste r s. Of 
the seventy-four questionaires received, sixty-nine writers 
(93.3 per cent) replied unequivocally that they had had reli-
gious training , two stated that they had had some training, and 
three writers didn't bother to answer the question. 
As a followup question to the one on whether they had 
received religious training , we as ked, that if they had re-
ceived religious training , was it mild or strict. We also 
tried to correlate the kind of tra ining they received with 
whe t her t hey were churchgoers today. Twenty-two editorial 
writers (29.5 per cent) stated that t hey had been given strict 
religious training . Of these twenty-two, only fifteen (20.2 
per cent) attend church a t the present time. In other words, 
seven of the t wenty-two writers, almost one third, are not 
62. 
TABLE XVII 
RELIGION OF THE EDITORIAL vfRITERS 
Childhood Present 
Religion Number Percent Number Percent 
Protestant 50 67.5 35 47.2 
Roman Catholic 10 13.5 9 12.1 
Jewish 1 1.3 1 1.3 
Quaker 1 1.3 1 1.3 
Mormon 1 1.3 1 1.3 
None 7 8 
No Ansv1er 1 1 
churchgoers today. Forty-three editorial writers (58.1 per 
cent) received mild training. Only twenty-eight (31 per cent) 
are churchgoers at this time. Four writers (5.2 per cent) 
said they were given moderate religious training, and three 
of them are still churchgoers. Two editorial writers did not 
give any answer to the kind of training they received, and six 
writers did not whether they go to church or not. 
17 
Desmarais, in his study of publishers, found that 29.1 
per cent had been g iven strict training , 60.2 per cent were 
given mild training , and nine per cent were given moderate 
18 
training. Wenberg showed that 30.6 per cent of the managing 
editors were given strict training, 62.8 per cent re~e1ved 
mild training, and 4.4 per cent were only given moderate in-
63. 
TABLE XVIII 
TRAINING OF EDITORIAL WRITERS AND CHURCH ATTENDANCE TODAY 
Kind of Training Number Per cent Churchgoers Per cent 
Strict 22 29.5 15 20.2 
Mild 43 58.1 28 31.0 
Moderate 4 5.2 3 4.5 
None 0 0 
No Answer 2 6 
19 
struction. Towsley, in his study of city editors, discovered 
that 27.5 per cent were the recipients of strict training, 
63.5 per cent were given mild instruction, and 8.9 per cent 
were given moderate training. As can be noted, the distribu-
tion of the percentages is approximately the same between 
all four groups. 
64. 
Another big factor in the religious life of the editorial 
writer is how many of them have changed their religion. The 
answers were quite surprising. Forty-three editorial writers 
replied that their religion was the same as their parents. 
This came out to 58 per cent. Sixteen other writers (21. 6 per 
cent) replied no to the question, two said their religion was 
the same as their mothers', and two said t heir religion was 
the same as their fathers ! . The question was then further 
broken down by comparing the training of the editorial writers 
with their present religion. Although 13.6 per cent of the 
writers who received strict Draining changed ~eir religion, 
an even larger percentage, 32.5 per cent,of those who re-
ceived mild training changed theirs. It would seem from this 
study that, although nothing decisive can be gleaned from these 
two percentages, those who received the strict training tend 
to stay closer to the religion of their parents than do those 
who received the mild training. One person who was given strict 
training followed his father's religion, one person given 
strict training followed his mother's religion, and one person 
given mild training kept his mother's religion. Two persons 
65. 
did not answer to the kind of training they had, but one of them 
said his religion was the same as his parents, and the other 
said his religion was the same as his father's. Two writers 
given mild training did not answer the question, and four edi-
torial writers given strict training did not bother to answer 
the question. 
Finally, it was felt that a breakdown of the Protestant 
religion was needed to complete this study of the religious 
life of the editorial writer. It would also help indicate 
to us the individual changes that take place within the religion. 
During childhood, the most popular religious group of the edi-
torial writers was the Presbyterians with 16 per cent of the 
total percentage. Following them came the Congregationalists 
with 14 per cent, the Methodists with 12 per cent, the Lu-
therans and Unitarians with 10 per cent each, the Baptists and 
Episcopalians with 8 per cent each, the Disciples with 6 per 
TABLE XIX 
BREAKDOWN OF PROTESTANT GROUPS AND CHANGES 
Childhood Relig ion Present Religion 
Denomination Number Per cent Number Per cent 
Presbyterian 8 16.0 11 22.0 
Congregational 7 14.0 8 16.0 
Methodist 6 12.0 2 4.0 
Lutheran 5 10.0 4 8.0 
Unitarian 5 10.0 4 8.0 
Ep iscopalian 4 8.0 6 12.0 
Baptist 4 8.0 2 4.0 
Disciples 3 6.0 0 o.o 
Latter Day Saints 1 2.0 0 o.o 
Universalist 1 2.0 1 2.0 
Christaan 0 o.o 2 4.0 
-- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --
cent, and the Latter Day Saints and Universalists with 2 per 
cent each. Practically the same order of religious preference 
was maintained in later life. Again, the most popular group 
was the Presbyterians with 22 per cent, a rise of 6 per cent 
over childhood. In second place were the Congregationalists 
with 16 per cent, a rise of over 2 per cent over childhood. 
The other groups that followed in order were: Episcopalians, 
12 per cent; Lutherans and Unitarians, 8 per cent; Christians, 
Methodists, and Baptists, 4 per cent; Universalists, 2 per 
cent. 
66. 
This order of the relig ious preference of the editorial 
writers differs from any of the other three studies made. They 
all ranked Methodism first, Presbyterianism second, and 
20 
Episcopals third. For publishers, the percentage breakdown 
was as follows: Methodism, 27.8 per cent; Presbyterianism, 
26.1 per cent; and Episcopals, 22.1 per cent. The three fav-
21 
orite religious groups of the managing editors were: Meth-
odism, 26.8 per cent; Presbyterianism, 19.1 per cent; and 
22 
Episcopals, 7.8 per cent. The city editors listed their three 
religious groups as follows: Methodism, 34.1 pe~ cent; ~resby-
67. 
23 
terianism, 18.2 per cent; and Episcopals~ 15.2 per cent. Rosten, 
in his study of Washington correspondents found that 14.1 per 
cent of them were Methodists, 13.3 per cent of them were 
Presbyterians, and 12.5 per cent were Episcopals. As in the 
other studies, the Baptist group , which is the largest Pro-
testant body in the country, was far down the list of the 
religious preference of the editorial writers. 
~8. 
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CHAPTER VI 
POLITICS 
It was during the 1952 presidential campaign that Adlai 
Stevenson accused the American newspapers of maintaining a 
one-party press. He said, 11 It would seem that the overwhelming 
majority of the press is just against Democrats. .Aild it is 
against Democrats, so far as I can see, not after a sober and 
considered review of the alternatives, but automatically, as 
dogs are against cats. 
11 As soon as a newspaper - I speak of the great majority, 
not of the enlightened 10 per cent - sees a Democrat, it is 
1 
filled with an unconquerable yen to chase him up an alley." 
Is this true? Has the American press turned into a 
one-party affair? I:s. 90 per cent of the press, and our special 
concern, the editorial writer, for the Republicans and against 
the Democrats? The rest of this chapter will be devoted to 
finding an answer to these questions, and finding out how the 
editorial writer does feel politically. We will investigate 
the political affiliation of the editorial writers, the polit-
ical affiliation of the editorial writers' fathers, break it 
down even further to see what changes have occured within the 
individual families, and find out who the editorial writers 
voted for in the last election. 
Thirty-two of the writers (43.2 per cent) said that 
they were Republicans, fourteen said that they were Independent 
69. 
(18.9 per cent), and eighteen of the writers (24.3 per cent) 
said they were Democrats. Two editorial writers (2.7 per 
cent) stated that they were Independent Republicans, and three 
(4.0 per cent) said they were Independent Democrats. As may 
be seen from these figures, not even half the editorial writers 
(only 43.2 per cent) were Republicans. 
Of the thirty-two Republican editorial writers, twenty 
(62.5 per cent) carne from Republican families, seven (21.8 
per cent) carne from Democratic families, two (6.5 per cent) 
descended from Liberal families, and two (6 .5 per cent) carne 
from Independent Republican households. One editorial writer 
did not ansvler the question. 
The families of the Democratic writers were evenly di-
vided; eight of the writers carne from Democratic families (44.4 
per cent), and eight came from Republican families (44.4 per 
cent). Two editorial writers also did not bother to answer 
this question. 
Of the nineteen editorial writers who stated that they 
were Independents, including the Independent Republicans and 
Democrats, eight (42.1 per cent) said their families were 
Republican, four (21.0 per cent) were from Democratic families, 
two (10.5 per cent) came from Independent families, one came 
from an Independent Democratic household, and five writers did 
not answer the question. 
Of the two "no answer" editorial writers, one came from 
a Democratic family, and the other from a house that was 
70. 
Repl).blican. 
The only group which seem to have followed in their 
fathers' footsteps, and not too closely at that, were the 
Republicans. Twenty of the thirty-two Republican editorial 
writers had Republican fathers. The other writers were almost 
split down the middle, with half having Republican fathers 
and half having Democratic and Independent fathers. 
Thirty-five of the editorial writers' fathers were re-
ported as being Republicans. This figured out to 47.2 per 
cent of the total percentage. Twenty-two editorial writers 
{29.5 per cent) said their fathers were Democrats, four writers 
{5.4 per cent) said their fathers were Liberals, and two said 
they came from Independent Democratic families. Six editorial 
writers did not answer the question. 
The editorial writers voted for Dwight D. Eisenhower 
by overwhelming proportions. He received 49 of the editorial 
writers votes for a percentage of 66.2 per cent. This was 
higher than the percentage of the national vote which went to 
the Republican candidat e which was 55.1 per cent. These figur~s 
also help to dispel the :: impression that many people have had, 
that while the newspaper publishers are Republican, most of 
their staff members voted Democratic. As we shall see later, 
with the exception of the publishers, a greater percentage of 
the editorial writers voted Republican than any other news-
paper managerial group. 
Adlai Stevenson received twenty votes {27 per cent) and 
71. 
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TABLE XX 
BREAZ~OWN OF THE POLITICAL AFFILIATION OF THE 
EDITORIAL WRITERS AND THEIR FATHERS 
Political Affiliation of the Editorial Writers: 69 
Republicans 32 45.2% 
Democrats 18 24.3% 
Independents 14 18.9% 
Independent Democrats 3 4.0% 
Independent Republicans 2 2.7% 
Total 69 
No answer 5 
Political Affiliation of the Editorial Writers' Fathers: 67 
Republicans 35 47.2% 
Democrats 22 29.5% 
Independents 4 5.4% 
Independent Republicans 2 2.7% 
Independent Democrats 2 
Total 67 
No answer 7 
-=- ---=---'---'==-" 
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Political Affiliation of Fathers of Republican Editorial 
Writers: 32 
Republican 20 62.5% 
Democrats 7 21.8% 
Liberals 2 6.5% 
Independent Democrats 2 
No Answer 1 
Total 32 
I Political Affiliati'on of Fathers of Democratic Editorial Writers: 18 
Democrats 8 44.4% 
Republicans 8 
No Answer 2 
Total 18 
Political Affiliation of Fathers of Independent Editorial Writers: 12 
i. .. • 
·; . .• , . • .... ~~ ~.:, 
Republicans 6 50.0% 
Democrats 2 16.6% 
Independents 2 
Independent Democrats 1 8.3% 
No Answer 1 
Total 12 
Political Affiliation of Fathers of No Answer Editorial vlriters: 5 
Republican 1 20.0% 
Democrats 1 
No .Answer 2 
Total 5 
--- --
Political Affiliation of the Fathers of Independent Democratic 
Editorial Writers: 3 
Republicans 1 33.3% 
Democrats 1 
No Answer 1 
Total 3 
Political Affiliation of the Fathers of Independent Republican 
Editorial Writers: 2 
Democrats 1 
Independent Democrats 1 
Total 2 
one editorial writer said he voted for only local officials. 
Four editorial writers did not answer the question. 
All the editorial writers voted almost strictly along 
the party line. Of the thirty-two Republican editorial writers, 
thirty-one (96.8 per cent) voted for Eisenhower. Only one 
Republican writer (3.2 per cent) crossed the party line and 
voted for Stevenson. 
The Democratic vote was almost as unanimous. Fifteen 
of the eighteen Democratic editorial writers (88.8 per cent) 
voted for Stevenson, and three (11.2 per cent) decided Eisen-
hower was the better man and voted for him. 
Indicative of the change that took p lace within t h is 
country this past November, was the vote of the Independents. 
74. 
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Of the three Independent Democrats, two (66.6 per cent) 
voted for Eisenhower and one (33.3 per cent) voted for Stevenson. 
Even more surprising was the vote of the Independent editorial 
writer. Ten of the twelve writers (83.3 per cent) voted for 
Eisenhower, and only two (16.6 .per cent) voted for Stevenson. 
Thus, the vote of the editorial writers shows that the Repub-
lican party obtained a large part of their vote from the 
Independent voters. It was, perh~ps, the most decisive factor 
in the election. 
A comparison with the voting habits of the publishers, 
managing editors, and city editors showed that the Republican 
editorial wr:t·ters had the largest percentage of writers with 
2 
43.2 per cent of their group. The publishers came next with 
41.0 per cent of their group being Republican, then came the 
3 
managing editors with 40.4 per cent, and finally the city 
4 
editors with 31.1 per cent. 
5 
Among the Democrats, the publishers had the largest 
percentage with 33.2 per cent of their group having that 
6 
political affiliation. Next came the managing editors with 
7 
32.6 per cent, then the city editors with 32.5 per cent, 
and, lastly the editorial writers with 24.3 per cent of their 
group. 
8 
The city editors had the largest percentage of Inde-
pendent voters totalling 32.1 per cent. Next came the pub-
9 
lishers with 24.7 per cent of the voters, then the managing 
10 
editors with 21.1 per cent, and lastly the editorial writers 
TABLE XXI 
POLITICAL CHOICE OF EDITORIAL WRITERS IN LAST 
PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION ACCORDING TO POLITICAL PARTY 
Total Votes in Last Election: 
Eisenhower 49 
Stevenson 20 
Local Officials 1 
No Answer 4 
Total 74 
Republican Editorial Writers Choice in Last Election: 
Eisenhower 31 
Stevenson 1 
Total 32 
Democratic Editorial vlri ters Choice in Last Election: 
Stevenson 15 
Eisenhower ~ 
Total 18 
Independent Democratic Editorial Writers Choice in Last 
Election: 
Eisenhower 2 
Stevenson 1 
Total 3 
76. 
Independent Republican Editorial Writers Choice in Last 
Election: 
Eisenhower 1 
Total 1 
Independent Editorial Writers Choice in Last Election: 
Eisenhower 10 
Stevenson 
Local 
No Answer 
2 
1 
1 
Total 14 
No Ans·Her Editorial Writers Choice in Last Election: 
Eisenhower 1 
Total 1 
TAB.LE XXII 
COMPARISON OF EDITORIAL WRITERS' VOTING RECORD AND PO~ 
LITICAL AFFILIATION IN THE LAST ELECTION WITH MANAGING ED-
ITORS, PUBLISHERS AND CITY EDITORS 
Republicans 
Democrats 
Independents 
= 
Affiliation 
Publishers 
41.0% 
33.2% 
24.7% 
Vanaging Editors 
40.4% 
32.6% 
21.1% 
77. 
Republicans 
Democrats 
Independents 
Republican 
Democrat 
Republican 
Democrat 
Affiliation (cont.) 
City Editors 
31.1% 
32.5% 
32.1% 
Voting Record** 
Publishers 
75.0% 
17 .o% 
City Editors 
50.2% 
42.4% 
Editorial Writers 
43.2% 
24.3% 
18.9% 
Managing Editors 
53.1% 
37.6% 
Editorial Writers 
66.2% 
27.0% 
** Republican stands for Dewey and Eisenhower while Democrat 
stands for Truman and Stevenson. 
with 18.9 per cent. 
The voting records of all four groups shovred that the 
11 
publishers had the largest percentage voting Republican 
with 75 per cent. They were followed closely by the editorial 
12 
writers with 66.2 per cent, then came the managing editors 
13 
with 53.1 per cent, and lastly the city editors with 50.2 
per cent of their group voting Republican. 
In voting for a Democrat, the order was just the re-
14 
verse. First were the city editors with 42.2 per cent, then 
15 
the managing editors with 37.6 per cent, the editorial wri-
78. 
16 
ters with 27 per cent, and finally the publishers with 17 
per cent. 
As may be seen from the table, there is a marked simi-
larity betwe.en the voting records of the publishers and ed-
itorial writers. Hence, it would seem that, in the main, only 
those writers whose political views nearly coincide with those 
of the publishers' are picked to join ~the editorial writing 
staff. This also probably means that not too many editorial 
writers have to write editorials against something they be-
lieve in, at least politically, since they seem to think 
along the same lines as the publishers. We shall go into 
this last statement a little later in this thesis. 
79. 
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CHAPTER VII 
ECONOMIC STATUS 
For many years, the journalist was considered a highly 
underpaid worker in a proud profession. It was not until 
the arrival of the American Newspaper Guild that the salaries 
of newspapermen started taking a turn for the better. Today, 
although the average journalist starts in at a low salary, 
he may, within a few years, rise to a position which he will 
be able to live quite comfortably. 
The earnings of the editorial writers in this study 
range from $4,000 to $30,000 a year. The average income was 
1 
$15,926. This figure is very high considering that publishers 
2 
average $18,800, managing editors average ~7,238, and city 
editors only average $5,685. However the average income for 
the editorial writers is deceiving when compared against 
the other groups. Whereas the studies made of publishers, 
managing editors, and ·city;:. editors covered newspapers from 
the lowest to the highest circulations, the study of editor-
ial writers. was just made on newspapers wtth a circulation 
of over 25,000. A paper with this kind of circulation is 
considered a fairly large paper and will pay higher wages 
than a newspaper with a circulat.ion somewhere between 5,000 
and 10,000. Also.:, many of the editorial writers have other 
jobs on the paper besides writing editorials, and many of 
them hold managerial posts with the paper. For this reason 
also, their salaries tend to be higher than the other groups. 
Ten editorial writers (18.5 per cent) earn between 
$4,000 and $6 ,000; thirteen writers (24 per cent) earn between 
$6,000 and $8,000; seventeen writers (31.4 per cent), the 
highest number, make between $8,000 and $10,000 a year; four 
(7.4 per cent) earn between $10,000 and #12,000; three writers 
earn between $12,000 and $14,000 (5.5 per cent); one (1.8 
per cent) makes between $16 ,000 and $18,000; three (5.5 
per cent) make between $20,000 and $22,000; three between 
$24,000 and $26,000 (5.5 per cent); and one makes between 
$28,000 and $30,000 a year. 
The lowest income earned was $4,000 and the highest 
was $30,000. However, two of those writers making $4,000 
had been earning much more than that earlier in life, and 
the one editorial writer making $30,000 was also the publisher 
of the paper. Thirty editorial writers (55.4 per cent) were 
making less than $10,000. Nine of the writers (16.6 per 
cent) were earning $10,000, the highpoint individual salary. 
4 
The salaries of the publishers range from $4,000 to 
5 
$85,000; that of the managing editors from $2,000 to $50,000; 
. . 6 
and that of the city editors from $1,300 to $18,000. 
One editorial writer said his inoome was in the "top 
' quarter of my class," and fifteen writers didn't answer the 
question. 
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TABLE XXIII 
INCOME LEv~L OF THE EDITORIAL WRITERS 
Income Group 
$4,000- $6,000 
$6 , 000- $8 , 000 
$8,000-$10,000 
$10,000- $12,000 
$12,000-$14,000 
$14,000-$16,000 
$16,000-$18,000 
$18,000-$20,000 
. ,1\ $ 20,000-;p22,000 
$22,000- $24,000 
$24,000-$26,000 
$26,000-$28,000 
$28,000- $30,000 
Lowest Salary 
Highest Salary 
Average Salary 
$1,;,000 
$30,000 
$15,926 
Number 
10 
13 
17 
4 
3 
0 
1 
3 
0 
0 
3 
0 
1 
83. 
Per Cent 
18.5 
24.0 
31.4 
7.4 
5.5 
o.o 
1.8 
5.5 
o.o 
0~0 
5.5 
o.o 
1.8 
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CHAPTER VIII 
READING HABITS 
The basic and most important function of the editorial 
. writer is to give his readers clear, lucid editorials on varied 
subjects. This can only be do~e by a constant reading and keep-
ing abre:l st of the latest developments in all fields. E. 
Gayle Waldrop in his book, Editor and Editorial Writer, said, 
"Reading, and what is it but another form of reporting - a 
searching for what and why in the distilled knowledge of 
others - is a source of strength for others. Ranging through 
history brings understanding of conditions today. Questing 
through books on economics and politics develops perspective 
in interpreting news. Literature too is a fulcrum to a broad 
view of contemporary events. Books can lift the editor above 
his prejudices and predilections and those of his associates, 
nourish him with the corrective of dissimilar epochs, beliefs, 
1 
manners, give him detachment and vision." 
Paul Bellamy, editor of the Cleveland Plain Dealer, also 
brought out this point of view when he said, 11 The editor who 
comes near to being the ideal never stops learning, never 
stop s observing, never stops reading, never stops driving 
himself to an ever wider and wider grasp of what is going 
2 
on in the world." 
From the results of this study, it is apparent that 
the editorial writers have taken the advice of these two men. 
----·--------------
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The editorial writers read 314 papers for an average of 4.2 
papers per editorial writer. Some writers did not answer 
this question per se, but gave such comments aB: "one dozen 
Jersey papers"; "Most New York papers 11 ; 11 Too many to enumerate"; 
n-we take about 60 papers here and I read them all to some 
degreen; 11 God-&.dozen or so"; "About a dozen"; "All I can get"; 
"Score of them 11 ; "Ten or more"; "All Metropolitan and New York 
state papers"; "As many from exchange as possible"; "Edit 
pages from 34 newspapers"; "About 50 Kansas dailies"; and "All 
I can get". These remarks, of course, were not figured into 
the total, but they do help to give an idea of how many papers 
some newspapermen do look at. 
The New York Times was by far the most popular news-
paper getting 56.7 per cent of the vote. The Christian Science 
Monitor followed with 35.1 per cent of the vote, The New York 
Herald Tribune was third with 24.4 per cent, and the Chicago 
Daily News and the Wall Street Journal round out the top five 
with 18.9 per cent and 17.5 per cent respectively. 
The top pick of the editorial writers, The New York 
Times, correlates v1ith the top pick of the publishers, mana-
ging editors, and city editors which was also The New York 
Times. Hoviever the percentage of editorial writers who chose 
The New York Times was much higher than the percentage of the 
3 
other three groups who chose that newspaper. Desmarais found 
that 31.3 per cent of his publishers read the Times, while 
4 
Wenberg discovered that only 26.4 per cent of his managing 
86. 
5 
editors read that paper. Towsley, in his study of city editors, 
found that 37.5 per cent of them read The New York Times. 
6 
The four other leading newspapers that the publishers 
read regularly were: Chicago Tribune (17.6 per cent); Christian 
Science Monitor (16.3 per cent); New York Herald Tribune (10.4 
per cent); and the Wall Street Journal. 
7 
The four leading choices of the manag ing editors were: 
New York Herald Tribune (13.2 per cent); Chicago Tribune (11.2 
per cent); Christian Science Monitor (10 per cent); and the 
Milwaukee Journal. 
The four other newspapers read most often by the city 
8 
editors were: New York Herald Tribune (18.2 per cent); Chicago 
I 
Tribune (10.4 per cent); St. Louis Post Dispatch (8.9 per cent); 
and the Christian Science Monitor (8.3 per cent). 
It appears from these studies that the New York Times 
is justly considered the finest paper in the country. In all 
instances, it far outdistanced the second leading newspaper. 
However, unlike the studies of publishers, managing editors, 
and city editors, where the Chicago Tribune got a second and 
two third place votes, that paper did not even rate among the 
top five newspapers _read by the editorial writers. The 
Christian Science Monitor, which was rated second by the ed- · 
itorial writers, was rated third by the publishers, fourth by 
the managing editors, and fifth by the city editors. The 
New York Herald Tribune was judged third by the editorial 
writers, fourth by the publishers, and second by both the mana-
ging editors and the city editors. The Chicago Daily News was 
rated fourth by the editorial writers, but did not even get 
placed in the top five of the other three groups. In fifth 
place for the editorial writers and publishers was the .Wall 
Street Journal. This paper did not get placed in the top five. 
by either the managing editors or the city editors. It should 
be noted that the ~ew York Times, the New York Herald Tribune, 
and the Christian Science Monitor got placed in the top five 
newspapers read, by all four newspaper managerial groups. 
88. 
After the Wall Street Journal in the listings came the . 
following newspapers: Washington Post, 12 votes (16.2 per cent); 
St. Louis Post Dispatch, 12 votes (16.2 per cent); Chicago 
Tribune, 9 votes (12.1 per cent); Milwaukee Journal, 8 votes 
(10.8 per cent); Des Moines Register and Tribune, 8 votes 
(10.8 per cent); Louisville Courier Journal, 6 votes (8.1 per 
cent); Atlanta Journal, 5 votes (6.7 per cent; Indianapolis 
Star, 5 votes (6.7 per cent); Cleveland Plain Dealer, 5 votes 
(6.7 per cent); Kansas City Star, 4 votes (5.4 per cent) Bal-
timore Sun, 3 votes (4.1 per cent); New York city papers, 3 
votes (4.1 per cent); Newark News, 3 votes {4.1 per cent); 
Chicago p·apers, 3 votes (4.1 per cent); Minneapolis Star-Tribune, 
3 votes {4.1 per cent); London Times, 3 votes (4.1 per cent); 
Detroit Free Press, 3 votes (4.1 per cent); Philadelphia 
Inquirer, 3 votes (4.1 per centJ. 
Those papers which are not listed in the table, but 
which received 2 votes :(2. 7 per cent) are: Portland Oregonian, 
- - -=-----=-
TABLE XXIV 
NEWSPAPERS READ REGULARLY BY EDITORIAL vfRITERS 
Newspaper 
New York Times 
Christian Science Monitor 
New York Herald Tribune 
Chicago Daily News 
Wall Street Journal 
Washington Post 
St. Louis Post Dispatch 
Chicago Tribune 
Milwaukee Journal 
Number 
42 
26 
18 
14 
13 
12 
. 12 
9 
8 
Des Moines Register and Tribune 8 
Louisville Courier Journal 
Atlanta Journal 
Indianapolis Star 
Cleveland Plain Dealer 
Kansas City Star 
Baltimore Sun 
Newark News 
Chicago papers 
New York City papers 
Minneapolis Star Tribune 
Detroit Free Press 
6 
5 
5 
5 
4 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
---
-- --
Per cent 
56.7 
35.1 
24.4 
18.9 
17.5 
16.2 
12.1 
10.8 
8.1 
6.7 
5.4 
4.1 
I' 
Newspaper 
Philadelphia Inquirer 
London Times 
Number 
3 
3 
Per cent 
4.1 
-- -- -- -- -- -- -- --
Miami Herald, Tampa Tribune, San Francisco papers, Indianapolis 
News, Waterloo Courier, Newark Star Ledger, Daily Worker, 
Denver Post, Salt Lake Tribune, Deseret News, Los Angeles 
Times, Indianapolis Times, Washington Star, Hartford Courant, 
Hartford Times, Akron Beacon Journal, New York World Telegram, 
Philadelphia Bulletin, Dallas News, Fort Worth Star Telegram, 
and New York Daily News. 
Those papers which received only one mention are: Oregon 
Journal, Worcester Telegram, Reno papers, Garx Post Tribune, 
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Jersey Journal, Hudson Dispatch, Flint Journal, New York after-
noon papers, Nassau Daily Review Star, Cleveland News, Cleveland 
Press, Larami Republic Boomerang, Los Angeles Examiner, San 
Francisco Chronicle, Los Angeles papers, New York Journal 
American, Chicago American, San Francisco Call Bulletin, 
I ndiana state papers, Boston Globe, Connecticut papers, Cedar 
Rapids Gazette, Iowa papers, Cleveland papers, Jacksonville 
Times Union, Terre Haute Tribune, Lafayette Journal and 
Courier, Charlotte Observer, St. Louis Globe Democrat, Jackson-
ville Journal, Scripps-Howard papers, Columbus Citizen, Colum-
bus Dispatch, Columbus Journal, Utah papers, North Carolina 
1 papers, Atlanta Constitution, Chicago Sun Times, San Francisco 
News __ , San Francisco Examiner, Boston Herald, Baltimore Evening 
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Sun, The Covington Virginian, Trenton Times, Harrisburg papers, 
Passaic Herald News, Cincinnati papers, Chester Times, Manchester 
Guardian, Duluth Herald, Wilmington Journal, Corpus Christi 
Caller Times, Abilene Reporter News, Marshall Messenger, Paris, 
Texas ~' Denison Herald, Big Spring Herald, and Houston 
Chronicle. 
To summarize briefly: The seventy-four editorial writers 
read 314 papers for an average of 4.2 papers per editorial 
writer. Although 81 different newspapers are listed, this is 
not an accurate figure as many writers stated that they read 
all the papers of one city or area. For example, many editorial 
writers simply wrote, "New York papers", "Chicago papers", 
or "Iowa papers". 
On a smaller scale, the editorial writers are just as 
avid readers of magazines as they are of papers. Of the seventy-
four editorial writers answering the questionaire, seventy-three 
answered that they read one or more magazines. A total of 
348 magazines are read, for an average of 4.7 magazines per 
editorial writer. Fifty different magazines are read each 
month. One editorial writer said he read "All I have time 
for" and another said he read none. 
The magazine Time was the most popular one among the 
editorial writers with Life following close behind. The 
former was picked by 35 editorial writers (47.2 per cent), 
while the latter was picked by 34 writers (45.9 per cent). 
In third place was U.£. News ~World Report with 32 votes. 
'I 
Tied for fourth place with 27 votes (36.4 per cent) were ~­
week and the Saturday Evenine Post. 
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Although Time was chosen as the most popular magazine 
----- 9 10 
in the study of publishers (63.1 per cent), of managing editors 
11 
(51.9 per cent), and of city editors (60 per cent), there is 
not too much similarity in the other ratings. After Time, 
12 
Desmarais found that the publishers rated the top magazines 
as follows: Readers Digest (53.2 per cent); Life (47.2 per 
cent); Saturday Evenin5 Post (45.6 per cent); and Editor and 
13 
Publisher. The managing editors, according to Wenberg, 
said their favorite magazines are: Life (39.2 per cent); Readers 
Dieest (38.8 per cent); Saturday Evenin5 Post (38.8 per cent); 
14 
and Newsweek (19.8 per cent). Towsley said that the favorite 
magazines of the city editors are as follows: Life (51.7 per 
cent); Saturday Evening Post (44.4 per cent); Readers Digest 
(35. 6 per cent); and Colliers (32.9 per cent). 
As stated earlier, all four studies found that Time 
magazine was rated at the head of the list. Life was rated 
number two in the study made of editorial writers, city .editors, 
and managing editors, but was listed in third place by the 
publishers. Q.£. News and World Report was listed as number 
three by the editorial writers, but failed to make the top 
five of the publishers, managing editors, or city editors. The 
Saturday Evening Post, which is tied for fourth place in this 
study, was rated fourth by both the publishers and managing 
editors, and third by the city editors. Newsweek, which is 
TABLE X.X:V 
-----
¥~GAZINES READ REGULARLY BY EDITORIAL WRITERS 
Magazine 
Time 
Life 
u.s. News and World Report 
Newsweek 
Saturday Evening Post 
Harpers 
Atlantic 
New Yorker 
Saturday Review 
Reporter 
Editor and Publisher 
Readers Digest 
Fortune 
Freeman 
Business Week 
Colliers 
Holliday 
Nation 
National Geographic 
Mercury 
Look 
New Republic 
Number 
35 
34 
32 
27 
27 
25 
19 
15 
12 
11 
10 
10 
9 
8 
7 
6 
6 
5 
5 
3 
3 
3 
Per cent 
47.2 
45.9 
43.2 
36.4 
33.7 
25.6 
20.2 
16.2 
14.8 
13.5 
12.1 
10.8 
9.4 
8.1 
6.7 
4.1 
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tied with the Saturday Evening Post for fourth place in the 
study of editorial writers was not listed in the top five by 
the publishers and city editors, and was in fifth place in the 
study of managing editors. 
After the Saturday Evening Post and Newsweek, the maga-
zines were rated as follows: Harpers, 25 votes (33.7 per cent); 
Atlantic, 19 votes (25.6 per cent); New Yorker, 16 votes (20.2 
per cent); Saturday Review, 12 votes (16.2 per cent); Reporter, 
11 votes (14.8 per cent); Editor and Publisher, 10 votes 
(13.5 per cent); Readers Digest, 10 votes (13.5 per cent); 
Fortune, 9 votes (12.1 per cent); Freeman, 8 votes (10.8 per 
cent); Business Week, 7 votes (9.4 per cent); Collters, 6 V.otes 
{8.1 per cent); Holiday, 6 votes (8.1 per cent); Nation, 5 
votes (6.7 per cent); National Geographic, 5 votes (6.7 per 
cent); American Iv1ercury, 3 votes (4.1 per cent); Look, 3 votes 
(4.1 per cent); New Republic, 3 votes (4.1 per cent). 
The magazines wh ich reveived two votes (2.7 per cent), 
but are not in the table are: Commonweal, Coronet, True, Cosmo-
politan, American, Christian Century, and Nations Business. 
The following magazines received only one vote (1.3 per 
cent) and are also not listed in the table. They are: The 
Economist, Kenyon Review, Partisan Review, Catholic Digest, 
Consumer Report, American Forests, Sundays magazines, Chess 
Revie-v,r, U.~. World, Punch, Quick, Quill, Broadcasting, Antiques, 
American Heritage, Frontier, New Leader, Infantry Journal, 
Country Gentleman, b'Observateur, and Popular Photography. 
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One place where the editoria·l writer is definitely 
lacking is in his outside writing. Fifty nine writers (80.8 
per cent) have never contributed to the magazine field, and 
fifty one editorial writers (68.9 per cent) have nev,er written 
any books. Only one magazine, This Week, has had more than 
one contribution from the editorial writers, and that was only 
two. All the other magazines were only listed once. They 
are: Atlanta Journal, Look, The Economist, The Kenyon Review, 
Golf features, Scientific American, Public Administration 
Review, American Weekly, Successful Farming, Business Week, 
Atlantic, Photography magazines, Your Life, Musical Digest, 
Saturday Evening ~t, Digest, Colliers, and Capper's Farmer. 
As for writing books, the situation is not quite so 
bad. Nine different editorial writers have written one book, 
four writers have written two books, one has written three 
books, and one writer has written four books. One editorial 
writer wrote that he was in the midst of writing a book and 
another said that he wrote "part of" a book. Still another 
said that he "edited two books", and one other said that he 
wrote "several booklets". Only one editorial writer said 
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that he wrote any verse, and that had appeared in several anthol-
ogies. Lastly, one writer said, "None, heaven forbid!". 
Fortunately the last answer, I think, is not the pre-
vailing attitude among the majority of the editorial writers. 
For, as Mr. Waldrop, quoting from a "Shop Talk" editorial 
in the January 22, 1944, Editor and Publisher said, in his 
book .Editor and Editorial Writer, "Thousands of stories which 
form part of the pattern of America remain untold - stories 
which have never broken into the pages of school histories and 
therefore remain unknown to millions of our readers. \"le 1 d 
like to see more books by newspapermen dealing with the lives 
and past of the community in which they work. Who could do 
them better - and with more advantage to their daily work -
15 
than editorial writers'?" 
The question of what the editorial writer · reads was 
pursued still further by asking him the question 11 what three 
papers do you consider to be the most fair and reliable". 
Each newspaper was given ten points for a first choice, five 
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points for a second choice, and three points for a third choice. 
After all the points were added up, it was found that the New 
York Times is considered the best paper in the country. It 
received 47 mentions for a score of 417 points. Thus, not only 
do we find that the New York Times is read by a great majority 
of the newspapermen for its content, but we also find that a 
large percentage of the newspa~ermen think it is the most fair 
and reliable. In second place was the Christian Science 
Monitor with 25 mentions and 133. points. Third place was given 
to the Milwaukee Journal with 7 mentions and 43 points. The 
St. Louis Post Dispatch was voted into fourth place with 10 
mentions and 40 points. Although it received more mentions 
than the Milwaukee Journal, it still did not receive as many 
points. Rounding out the top five was the Washington Post with 
7 mentions and 36 points. It will be observed that five of 
the six papers which are considered most fair and reliable 
were also at the top of the list of those papers which the 
editorial writers read. One exception to this is the Chicago 
Tribune which did not receive a single vote on the most fair 
and reliable list, but is still read by many of the editorial 
writers. 
After the Washington Post, the newspapers were rated 
as follows: New York Herald Tribune and Chica~o Daily News, 
both with 27 votes; Kansas City Star, 18 votes; Washington Star, 
15 votes; and the Des 'Moines Register and Tribune, Baltimore 
Sun, Wall Street Journal, and the St. Louis Globe Democrat 
all had 13 points. 
The following papers had 10 points: Wisconsin State 
Journal, Wilkes Barre Times Leader, San Francisco Chronicle, 
Cleveland Plain Dealer, and Pennsacola News. 
The Louisville Courier Journal received 6 points and . the 
Minneapolis Star-Tribune and the Scripps Howard papers received 
5 points. 
Those newspapers which received only three votes are: 
Muskegon Chronicle, Los Angeles Times, Lexington Herald, Tampa, 
Tribune, Jersey Journal, Akron Beacon Journal, San Jose News, 
New York World Telegram, Richmond Times Dispatch, Sal1 Lake 
Tribune, Philadelphia Bulletin, Fort Worth Star Telegram, and 
the Duluth Herald. Fifteen writers did not answer the 
question. 
n. 
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TABLE XXVI 
NEWSPAPERS CONSIDERED " MOST FAIR AND RELIABLE 11 
BY THE EDITORIAL WRITERS 
News:12a:12er 1st Pts 2nd flts 3rd Pts TM Score 
New York Times 37 370 9 45 1 3 47 418 
Christian Science Monitor 4 40 15 75 6 18 25 133 
Milwaukee Journal 2 ao 4 20 1 3 7 43 
st. Louis Post Dispatch 5 25 5 15 10 40 
wash ington Post 1 10 4 20 2 6 7 36 
New York Herald Tribune 3 15 4 12 7 27 
Chicago Daily News 3 15 4 12 7 27 
Kansas City Star 1 10 1 5 1 3 3 18 
Washington Star 1 10 1 5 2 15 
Des Moines Register-Tribune 2 10 1 3 3 13 
Baltimore Sun 2 10 1 3 3 13 
St. Louis Globe Democrat 1 10 1 3 2 13 
Wall Street Journal 1 10 1 3 2 13 
Wisconsin State Journal 1 10 1 10 
Wilkes Bar re Times Leader 1 10 1 10 
San Francisco Chronicle 1 10 1 10 
Cleveland Pla in Dealer 1 10 1 10 
Pensacola News 1 10 1 10 
Louisv ille Courier Journal 2 6 2 6 
Minneapolis Star Tribune 1 5 1 5 
Scripps-Howard papers 1 5 1 5 
Newspaper 1st Pta 2nd Pts 3rd Pts TM Score 
Muskegon Chronicle 
Los Angeles Times 
Lexington Herald 
Tampa Tribune 
Jersey Journal 
Akron Beacon Journal 
San Jose News 
New York Wor l d Telegram 
Richmond Times Dispatch 
Salt Lake Tribune 
Philadelphia Bulletin 
Fort Wor th Star T~legram 
Duluth He rald 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
l 
1 
1 
1 
1 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
The editorial writers a gree pretty closely with the 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
publishers, managing editors, and city editors in the choice of 
the most fair and reliable newspapers. All four groups rated 
the New York Times and Christian Science Monitor one-two in the 
list of fair and reliable papers. The third place choice of 
the editorial writers, The Milwaukee Journal, was not listed 
among the top five of the other three groups. However, The St. 
Louis Post Dispatch, which is rated fourth by the editorial 
16 
writers, was rated third by Desmarais' publishers, third by 
17 
Wenberg 's managing editor,, and fourth by Towsley's city 
18 
editors. The Washington Post, which is in fifth place in this 
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study, was not rated in the top five of the other three groups. 
However, the New York Herald Tribune and the Kansas City Star, 
newspapers which rated in the top five newspapers as p icked by 
the publishers, manag ing editors, and city editors, rested down 
in sixth and eighth place respectively in the study of editor-
ial writers. 
To carry the study of newspaper readership and preference 
even further, we asked the editorial writers which newspapers 
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they judged least fair and reliable. Thirty one editorial writers 
did not answer the question per se, but some of them, although 
' they did not list specific papers, gave answers such as the 
following: "Oh my God. The woods are full of them."; "Too numer-
ous to mention."; "Reluctant to answer here. Boston press is 
pretty bad, but not as bad as individual s mall town pa pe r s I 
have seen. Most papers I read try to be fair and reliable."; 
"How could anyone limit himself to three."; 11 Can't judge accur-
ately ••• "; "This is a photo finish. God knows! 11 ; 11 Do not feel 
competent to judge since I do not see enough of them."; "An 
impossible question since they all, or nearly all, carry the same 
wire services and identical stories."; "No comment 11 ; "Most chain 
papers. 11 ; 11 Hearst-IvlcCormick press in general."; "Can • t say"; 
"Seldom take anything from the Chicago Tribune unless backed by 
other sources. In general, tabloids and Hearst papers give 
less reliable or at least, less thorough coverage."; and "a 
few". 
The method of scoring the listing is the same as in the 
previous table; ten for the first choice, five for the second 
choice, and three for the third choice. 
As might be expected, Colonel McCormick's Chicago Tribune 
was voted the least fair and reliable paper by an extremely wide 
margin. In fact, his point score of 199 was almost five times 
as large as his next nearest rivel leaving little doubt which 
newspaper is most looked down upon· by the newspaper editorial 
writers in the United States. In second place is the Washington 
Times Herald with 10 mentions and 44 points. The Hearst chain 
I attained third place with 5 mentions and 38· points. A separate 
category had to be made for the chain for many writers just 
specified the chain itself. Where the individual Hearst papers 
were mentioned, they were recorded in the table. Although the 
New York Daily News and Ne~ York Post received more mentions 
than the hearst chain, (7 and 6 respectively), they did not re-
ceive as many points, and thus the Hearst chain rated ahead of 
them. Number four in the list was the Daily Worker with 4 
mentions and 33 points. And last was the aforementioned New 
York Daily News with 7 mentions and 29 points. 
After the Daily News, the list ran as follows: New York 
I Post, 24 points; New York Mirror, 16 points; New~ Journal 
' American, 15 points; New York Herald Tribune, 10 points; Cleve-
land Plain Dealer, 10 points; New York Enquirer, 10 points; 
Manchester, New Hampshire, News, 10 points ; §~r.~pps-Howard 
papers, 8 points; New York World Telegram, 6 points; Boston 
101. 
Post, 5 points; Chicago Herald American, 5 points; Tabloid Mirrors, 
3 points; Los .Angeles Herald Express, 3 points; Columbus Dis-
Wls., Capital Times, 3 points. 
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TABLE XXVII 
NEWSPAPERS CONSIDERED "LEAST FAIR AND RELIABLE" 
BY THE EDITORIAL \~ITERS 
News:2a:2er lst Pts 2nd Pts 3rd Pts TM Score 
I 
Chicago Tribune 16 -160 6 30 3 9 25 199 
Washington Times Herald 7 35 3 9 10 44 
'Hearst chain 3 30 1 5 1 3 5 38 
Daily Worker 3 30 1 3 4 33 
New York Daily News 4 20 3 9 7 29 
New York Post 3 15 3 9 6 24 
New York Mirror 1 10 2 6 3 16 
New York Journal American 1 10 1 5 2 15 
New York Herald Tribune 1 10 1 10 
Cleveland Plain Dealer 1 10 1 10 
New York Enquirer 1 10 1 10 
,Manchester, N.H., News 1 10 1 10 
1
scripps-Howard 1 5 1 3 2 8 
New York Tt/orld Telegram 2 6 2 6 
Boston Post 1 5 1 5 
Chicago Herald American 1 5 1 5 
Tabloid Mirrors 1 3 1 3 
Los Angeles Herald Express 1 3 1 3 
I 
Columbus Dispatch 1 3 1 3 
Madison, Wis., Capital Times 1 3 1 3 
' The editorial writers choice of the Cfuicago Tribune 
19 
coincided with the choices of the publishers, managing ed-
20 21 
itors, and city editors, who also p icked that newspaper to head 
the list of the least fair and reliable. The editorial writers' 
number two paper on that list, The Washington Times Herald, 
22 
did not make the top five of the publishers, but was listed as 
24 
fifty by the managing editors. 
23 
fourth by the city editors, and 
The Hearst chain, which was the editorial writers' third choice, 
25 
was also p icked as number three by the city editors, but was 
26 
listed in second p lace by both the publishers, and managing 
27 
editors, The Daily Worker, the fourth choice of the editorial 
28 
writers, did not get p icked for the top five by the publishers, 
29 
but was the third choice of the manag ing editors, and the fifth 
30 
choice of the city editors. The fifth choice of the editorial 
writers, the New York Daily News, was not listed in the top 
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31 32 
five of the publishers, but was number three of the city editora, 
33 
and number four of the managing editors. Two papers listed in 
34 
the top five by the publishers, The Denver Post and the Chicago 
Sun Times, were not listed anywhere on the table by the editorial 
writers. 
Within the last fifteen years, a new form of journalism, 
and its agent, the news magazine, has arisen to take its place 
along side the newspaper as a dispenser of news and opinion. 
The news magazines have become a potent force and one to be 
reckoned with in the field of news gathering and interpreting. 
For those reasons, we felt it was necessary to include in this 
TABLE XXVIII 
NEWSPAPERS CONSIDERED "MOST FAIR AND RELIABLE" BY 
PUBLISHERS, ¥ffiNAGING EDITORS, CITY EDITORS, 
AND EDITORIAL WRITERS 
Publishers 
New York Times 
Christian Science Monitor 
St. Louis Post Dispatch 
New York Herald Tribune 
, Kansas City Star 
City Editors 
1 New York Times 
Christian Science Monitor 
St. Louis Post Dispatch 
New York Herald Tribune 
Kansas City Star 
Managing Editors 
New York Times 
Christian Science Monitor 
St. Louis Post Disptach 
New York Herald Tribune 
Kansas City Star 
Editorial Writers 
New York Times 
Christian Science Monitor 
Milwaukee Journal 
St. Louis Post Dispatch 
Washington Post 
NE\'lSPAPERS CONSIDERED "LEAST FAIR AND RELIABLE" BY 
PUBLISHERS, MANAGI NG EDITORS, CITY EDITORS, 
AND EDITORIAL WRITERS 
Publishers 
Chicago Tribune 
' Hearst chain 
Denver Post 
1 ehicago Sun Times 
New York 'fierald Tribune 
Managing Editors 
Chicago Tribune 
Hearst chain 
Da.ily Worker 
New York Daily News 
Washington Times Herald 
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City Editors 
Chicago Tr'l,bune 
Hearst Chain 
New York Daily News 
Washington Times Herald 
Daily Worker 
Editorial Writers 
Chicago Tribune 
Washington Times Herald 
Hearst Chain 
Daily Worker 
New York Daily News 
study the question, "which news magazine do you feel is the 
most fair and reliable 11 • 
Newsweek was ranked first with 27 votes (38.5 per cent). 
In second place was Q.§. News and World Report with 24 mentions 
(34.2 per cent), and Time was third with 12 votes (17.1 per 
cent). Other magazines that got mentioned were: Life, 2 votes 
(2.8 per cent); Reporter, 1 vote (1.4 per cent); New Republic, 
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1 vote (1.4 per cent); and Business Week, 1 vote (1.4 per cent). 
Two writers answered none and seventeen didn't answer the 
question. 
The surpris ing thing about this rating is that in the 
list ·. of magazines read regularly (See Table XXV), Newsweek and 
Q.S. News and vlorld Report rated no better than fourth and 
third respectively, being surpassed by both Time and Life. 
Perhaps it is the Time style, or its condensation of the news 
and world events that attracts the editorial writers and makes 
them overlook the somewhat unreliability of the magazine. But 
in any case, although it is not considered the most fair and 
reliable, it is still considered the most popular. 
TABLE XXIX 
NEWS MAGAZIN""ES CONSIDERED "MOST FAIR AND RELIABLE" 
BY EDITORIAL WRITERS 
Magazine Number Per cent 
Newsweek 27 38.5 
u.s. News and World Report 24 34.2 
Time 12 17.1 
Life 2 2.8 
Reporter 1 1.4 
New Republic 1 
Business Week 1 
None 2 
No Answer 17 
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CHAPTER IX 
EDITORIAL PROCEDURES 
Throughout the pages of this thesis, ','ie have constantly 
emphasized that the editorial is one of the most important in-
gredients that go into the making up o'f a newspaper. We made 
special mention that we considered it the soul . of the news-
paper, the hub around which everything else revolved. We brought 
out the fact that before a person joins the editorial writing 
staff in a policy making position, i.e. helps determine what 
editorial will be written, he must have many years of train-
ing and experience under his belt. His is a job that is not 
easily given or lightly received. 
And in the preceding pages, we went into the editorial 
writer's background, his training, religion, political views, 
reading habits, and all those other things that went into 
making him the person he is. In this final chapter, we shall 
look at his career of editorial writing, and the means by 
which he goes about it. We shall also look at the p011ey::of 
the newspaper in deciding who shall write what editorial~ and 
how the ideas come about for the writing of it. In short, we 
shall look at the different newspaper views on editorial 
writing. 
Of the seventy-four editorial writers who answered this 
questionaire, fo~ty-eight (65.5 per cent) of them have been in 
the field of journalism for 25 or more years. Twenty-six ed-
itorial writers (35.1 per cent) have been practicing newspaper 
= 
vTOrk for 35 or more years. ·rhese men have quite a long and 
impressive record of service behind them. These figures only 
help to bear out the fact t hat the job of editorial writing 
is not g iven to one who is young, inexperienced, or immature. 
Here is the breakdown of the editorial writers' years in 
journalism: One writer has been the field for six years. This 
is the shortest time arty ot the editorial writers have been 
practicing newspaper work; One has been in the field for seven 
years, one for eight years, one for nine years, and one for 
ten years; Three writers have been in the field for fifteen 
years, and three have been doing newspaper work for sixteen 
years; One has been writing for seventeen years, three for 
eighteen years, and three for twenty years; One has been doing 
it for twenty-two years, one for twenty-three years; four have 
been news papermen for twenty-four years, and four have been 
newspapermen for twenty-five years; One has been writing for 
twenty-six years, and one for twenty-seven years; Two have been 
journalists for twenty-nine years, and six, the individual 
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high number, have been newspapermen for thirty years; Four have 
been writers for thirty-one years, and two for thirty-two years; 
One has been in for thirty-three years, one for thirty-four 
years, and five have been in journalism for thirty-five years; 
One has been in for thirty-six years, one has been in for thirty-
seven, and three have been in for thirty-eight years; Three 
writers have been in the field for forty years, and one each 
has been in the field for forty-three, forty-four, and forty-
111. 
TABLE m 
NUMBER OF YEARS IN JOURNALISM 
AND NUMBER OF YEARS AS AN EDITORIAL WRITER 
Years Number of . Years in J ourn. Number of 
in Journalism Ed Writers As Ed. Writer Ed. Writers 
6 1 1 2 
7 1 2 1 
8 1 3 2 
10 1 4 3 
11 1 5 3 
15 3 6 3 
16 3 7 4 
17 1 8 2 
18 3 10 7 
20 3 11 1 
22 1 12 5 
23 1 13 2 
24 4 14 3 
25 4 15 4 
26 1 18 1 
27 1 20 7 
29 2 21 1 
30 6 22 1 
31 4 23 2 
32 2 25 3 
33 1 27 2 
-
Years ; , ._, · .. ~-· · :· .. Number of 
in Journalism Ed. Writers 
Years in Journ. 
As Ed. Writer 
Number of 
Ed Writers 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
40 
41 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
49 
50 
-- -- -- -- --
1 
5 
1 
1 
3 
3 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
3 
2 
3 
:3'0 
31 
34 
35 
41 
7 
1 
1 
1 
1 
No Answer ----- 2 
five years; One has been a journalist for forty-six years, 
three for forty-seven years, two for forty-fine years, and 
II 
I 
three editorial writers have been in journalism for fifty 
years. The writers hav e been in the field for an average of 
29~3 years, an extra ordinarily long period of time for any 
business, let alone journalism, where the pay, until recently, 
has not been considered very high. 
Many of the writers have also put in long years as 
editorial writers. They average 15.5 years performing this 
job. This is approximately one-half the time they have s pent 
112. 
in the field of journalism. The shortest period of time any 
of them have been editorial writers is one year, and the 
longest period of time has been 41 years. In between, the 
ll3. 
years of service went like this: Two writers have been editorial 
writers for one year, one has been an editorial writer for two 
years, and two have been at that job for three years; Three each 
have been doing editorial writing for four, five, and six years; 
Four have been editorial writing for seven years, and two have 
been editorial writing for eight years; Seven have been doing 
it for ten years, and one has been doing it for eleven years; 
Five have been doing it for twelve years, and two have been 
writing editorials for thirteen years; Three have been writing 
editorials for fourteen years, four have been doing it for 
fifteen years, and one has been doing it for eighteen years; 
Seven have been writing editorials for twenty years, and one 
each has been doing it for twenty-one and twenty-two years; 
Two have been editorial writers for twenty-three years, three 
have been editorial writers for twenty-five years, and two 
have been editorial writers for twenty-seven years; Seven have 
been writing editorials for thirty years, one has been doing i:t 
for thirty-one years, and one each has been doing it thirty-four, 
t h irty-five, and forty- one years. Two editorial writers did 
not answer the question. 
The importance. ··Gf writing editorials and the high pos-
ition it holds in the newspaper has been brought out by the 
number of different jobs the editorial writers have held before 
assuming the post, their ages, number of years they have been 
in journalism, etc. One other factor has to be added to this 
list. That is, how many managerial p ositions the editorial 
writers hold. 
Two-thirds of the editorial writers hold some decision 
making p osition on the newspaper staff. Thirteen writers 
(18 per cent) are editors, and eleven writers (15.2 per cent) 
are mana8 ing editors. The third leading position was that of 
editor of the editorial page. Ten men (13.8 per cent) were in 
this spot. Other positions that the editorial writers held 
were: Executive editor, 4 mentions (5.5 per cent); Associate 
editor, 3 mentions (4.1 per cent); Acting editor, 1 mention 
(1.3 per cent); Director, 1 mention (1.3 per cent); Assistant 
manag ing editor, 1 mention (1.3 per cent); Vice-President, 
1 mention (1.3 per cent); Bureau Chief, 1 mention (1.3 per 
cent); Political editor, 1 mention (1.3 per cent); Publisher, 
1 mention (1.3 per cent); Assistant editor, 1 mention (1.3 
per cent); and general manager, 1 mention (1.3 per cent). One 
writer just answered "yes'' to the question, twenty-four writers 
said they had no managerial position with the newspaper, and 
two editorial writers did not answer the question. 
Besides writing editorials, many of the writers perform 
other jobs on the newspaper. Although many of them still do 
reportin g , it is usually done only in case of an emergency or 
to help out a fellow newspaperman. None of them do reporting 
fulltime. Most of their newspaper jobs, outside of editorial 
writing , are concerned with special article writing, either for 
114. 
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TABLE XXXI 
MANAGERIAL POSTS HELD BY THE EDITORIAL WRITER 
Position Number Per cent 
Editor 13 18.0 
Managing Editor 11 15.2 
Editor of Editorial Page 10 13.8 
Executive Editor 4 5.5 
Associate Editor 3 4.1 
Acting Editor 1 1.3 
1 Director 1 
Vice President 1 
Assistant Managing Editor 1 
· Bureau Chief 1 
Political Editor 1 
Publisher 1 
Assistant Editor 1 
General Manager 1 
1 Yes 1 
No Answer 2 
None 24 
j 
II 
the editorial page or some other specialized section in the 
newspaper. A few of them do article writing just to gain ma-
terial for their editorials. 
However, the. largest number and percentage of editorial 
writers, twenty (27 per cent) do reporting. In second place 
with fourteen mentions and 18.9 per cent was the job of writing 
a column. Feature article writing was mentioned thirteen times 
{17.5 per cent) to put it in third place. Other jobs that got 
mentioned were: Political stories, 12 mentions (16.2 per 
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cent); Book review.£\, 12 mentions (16 .2 per cent); Special articles, 
\ 
5 mentions (6.7 per cent); Editorial page material, 5 mentions, 
(6. 7 per cent); Travel articles, 3 mentions (4 per cent~; 
Promotional copy, 2 mentions (2.7 per cent); Weekly column, 
2 mentions (2.7 per cent). 
The following positions received .only one mention {1.3 
per cent): Advertising, Editing letters to the editor, Real 
estate, three golf columns, Makeup of editorial page, Daily 
world news summary, Syndicated essay, Radio broadcast, State 
column, Reporting of big events, Dramatic criticism, Garden 
page, Music page, and Concert reviews. 
Several editorial writers did not answer the question 
per se, but gave answers such as "anything daily grind requires +!' , 
"anything I come across" and "a little of everything". 
Some of the editorial writers, in response to the ques-
tion, replied noccasionally 11 or "rarely". Eight writers said 
that they did not do any outside writing. 
I 
II 
Position 
Music Page 
Concert Reviews 
None 
Number 
1 
1 
8 
Per cent 
1.3 
In studying the editorial setup on the different papers, a 
series of questions was asked of each editorial writer. It 
was felt, that through these questions, we would be able to get 
· a clear picture of how editorial assignments are handled by the 
different newspapers and by the different editorial writers. 
The first question we asked was "How many editorials does your 
paper run daily,n. The great majority of the writers replied 
that their papers ran between three and six editorials daily • . 
The greatest number of newspapers, as attested by their editor-
ial writers, run four editorials each day. These papers number 
nineteen (26.3 per cent). The number of editorials that the 
other papers run are: Sixteen papers (22.2 per cent) run five 
editorials daily; Thirteen newspapers (18.1 per cent) run six 
editorials; Eleven papers run three editorials (15.4 per cent); 
Six newspapers (8.3 per cent) run seven editorials; Two papers 
(2.7 per cent) use two editorials each day, and one paper (1.3 
per cent) said it only ran one editorial. One editorial writer 
just listed his newspaper as running "several" and three ed-
itorial writers did not answer the question. It is apparent 
that most newspapers prefer to run enough editorials to cover 
all the topics of the day that require discussing. 
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TABLE XXXIII 
NUMBER OF EDITORIALS TEAT NEWSPAPERS RUN DAILY 
Number 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
Several 
No Answer 
Number 
Daily 
1 Day a Week 
2 Days a \'leek 
5 Days a Week 
6 Days a Week 
Number of Newspapers 
2 
1 
11 
19 
16 
13 
6 
1 
3 
FREQUENCY OF WRITING EDI TORIALS 
Number of Editorial Writers 
42 
2 
1 
12 
9 
8 - 10 per vleek 1 
Several Times a V'leek 1 
26 per Week 1 
3 a Day 1 
Occasionally 1 
Infrequently 1 
Per cent 
2.7 
1.3 
15.4 
26.3 
22.2 
18.1 
8.3 
:!Per cent 
56.9 
2.7 
1.3 
16.6 
12.4 
1.3 
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The job of the edi torial writer, unlike that of the 
average businessma n , occuples~:his full time. He does not have 
any special time for work, and a specia l time for play. The 
-
editorial writer, when he sits down to r ead a b ook or a maga~ 
zine or a newspaper, does it not only for enjoyment and relax-
ation, but also for i nformation and knowledge. And, unlike 
the businessman, who is able to take h is weekends off, the 
great majority of the editorial writers work seven days a week. 
To him, two days taken off from work are two days lost. 
Forty-two of the editorial writers (56. 9 per cent) said 
they wz,ote editorials for the paper seven days a vTeek . Twelve 
writers (16.6 per cent) said they did the same five days a 
week, and nine writers said they wrote editorials six days a 
week (12.4 per cent). Two writers said they wrote editorials 
once a week, and one editorial writer said he wrote editorials 
two days a week. One writer said he wrote 3 editorials a day, 
another stated he wrote from eight to ten a week, and still 
another said he wrote twenty-six editorials a week . One writer 
said he wrote them several times a week, one said he wrote 
them infrequently, and another said he wrote them occasionally. 
In discussing how editorials are chosen on the different 
newspapers, we thought it would be better to let the i ndividual 
edi torial writers s peak for themselves. Ther efore, the follow-
ing paragraphs are quotes from the different questionaires. 
"Except in rare instances, I do the choosing , trying to 
select topics of the most general interest, and most needful 
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of being brought to the attention of our readers." (Editorial 
Writer, Lewiston Daily Sun) 
"Discuss them with editorial writers when special one 
believe needed -- otherwise he writes them." (Editorial Writer, 
Muskegon Chronicle) 
"Seventy-five per cent my own thinking, twenty-five per 
cent conference with the publisher." (Editorial Writer, Deseret 
News) 
"Our editorial writers and the managing editor confer 
daily, with occasional suggestions from the publisher." (Ed-
itorial Writer~ Duluth Herald) 
121. 
"As suits the writer." (Editorial vlriter, Charleston Post) 
. -
"Discussed in daily editorial conference attended by 
those who write them. Conferences usually attended by the 
publisher." (Editorial Writer, Tampa Trlbune) 
"Largely by chance -- Depends on the interests of the 
writer." (Editorial Writer, Akron Beacon Journal) 
"I select the topics treating them in conformance with 
the policies laid down by the publisher." "Editorial Writer, 
Bakersfield ~ Californian) 
"By editorial staff conferences, daily meeting with the 
publisher, and by personal choice. All three." (Editorial 
Writer, Salt Lake City Tribune) 
''The question calls for an essay -- a lot of variables 
come in; news value, timeliness, perversity, a pun, policy, 
somebody's need for a helping hand." (Editorial Writer, Bergen 
Evening Record) ___ _ __ 
==--==-==-=----=-- '--f - = 
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"Daily editorial conferencefJ, at which topics are assigned." 
(Editorial Writer, Cincinnati Times Star) 
"Conference. II (Editorial viri ter' Chester Times) 
"Some assignments, usually writer's choice." (Editorial 
Writer, Des Moines Register and Tribune) 
"Personal choice." (Editorial Writer, Lafayette Journal 
and Courier) 
"Consultation." (Editorial Writer, Charlotte News) 
"Editorial Writers on Hearst papers seldom touch on 
national problems. There, editorials come from central office. 
~~ny local editorials are written by the reporter who handles 
the story, for instance, on highways, slum clearances, etc •• " 
(Editorial Writer, San Francisco Examiner) 
"Topics of interest to the reader." (Editorial Writer, 
Plainfield Courier News) 
"Developments in the nev1s. wnere do ideas come from?" 
(Editorial Writer, Binghampton Sun) 
"By own analysis of news stories." (Editorial \'Vri ter, 
Staten Island Advance). 
"Editorial conference participated in by editor, mana-
ging editor, city editor, associate editor, and assistant ed-
itorial writer." (Editorial Writer, Tulsa Tribune) 
"Importance of world, national, state, or city news, 
state and city holding priority." (Editorial Writer, Bangor 
Daily News) 
"By screening news story, correspondence, etc.; by 
==.c~ --
talks with local people, and by pursueing longstanding issues." 
(Editorial Writer, Moline Daily Disptach) 
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"On basis of staffs' interest, except when I assign them. 11 
(Editorial Writer, Des Moines Register and Tribune) 
"Own decision, aided by suggestion." (Editorial vlriter, 
Bridgeport Herald) 
"By me, mostly hit or miss. I follow the news, try to 
produce some with the lightE?r tou.ch." (Editorial \'lri. ter, 
Abilene Reporter News) 
"News of the Day." {Editorial Writer, Los Angeles Herald-
Express.) 
"By trying to anticipate what of today's news will still 
be under discussion tomorrow and will need: A direction or 
criticism, further explanation, a hitherto unpresented argument, 
an esthetic touch." (Editorial v'friter, Jersey Journal) 
"Individual choice followed by conference to secure 
other views and reconcile arguments." (Editorial Writer, Hartford 
Courant) 
"Generally by myself, occ~sionally in consultation with 
the publisher." (Editorial Writer, Newsday) 
"~.IJ:y own decision plus consultation." (Editorial Writer, 
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle) 
"I follow newspaper policy, generally speaking, in 
selecting some topics, follow my O\'m bent on others, get 
assignments from the publisher. 11 (Editorial vlriter, San Angelo 
Standaro Times) 
==- -=--=--=-~==.;==-
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"By me." (Editorial \'iriter, San Jose News) 
"In conference in which writers suggest their topics. 
Occasional assignments." (Editorial Writer, Toledo Blade) 
"Try to keep them fairly close to the news: I seek a 
I 
balance -- ideal would be one international, one national, 
1 one local, and one light or whims1cal ••• we try to keep them 
short but many things can't be covered in a few paragraphs." 
(Editorial Writer, Davenport Morning Democrat) 
"Individually chosen by writers, and approved or re-
jected by self. Occasionally a subject is suggested to 
· writers." (Editorial Writer, Indianapolis Star) 
"E.i ther I assign them or each writer selects his own. n 
(Editorial Writer, .Cleveland Plain Dealer) 
These are, or course, only a sam~le of the many answers 
, we received. However, the replies were pretty much of a repre-
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sentative group, giving an idea of how the editorials are decided 
on, on the different newspapers. The most popular method was 
by conference, with the writer's own choice and assignments 
following close behind. 
Whether editorials are chosen or assigned depends upon 
the paper, the day, and the topic. One day an editorial may 
be assigned while the next day they let the editorial writers 
1 choose their own topics. The process continually varies. 
Twenty-seven writers said they chose their own subjects, but 
many of them qualified this with a ttsometime" or a "usually." 
1 Only two editorial writers said they were given editorials to 
--
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write. However, six writers said that they assigned the writing 
of editorials on thelr paper. Seventeen writers said that they 
were sometimes assigned editorials and sometimes they picked 
their own. Seven writers answered "no" to the question, what 
ever that might mean. Nine writers did not answer the question, 
and one said that the question was unclear. 
An overwhelming majority of the editorial writers stated 
that they bad never been compelled to write anything against 
something they believed in. Fifty-eight writers (80.5 per 
cent) answered in the negative to this question. In comparison 
with the previous question, while only twenty-seven writers 
stated that they chose their own editorials, fifty-eight wrote 
that they had never been required to write an editorial against 
one of their beliefs. Thus, even though less than half the 
editorial writers chose their own topic, four fifths of them 
still wrote on something they agreed with. Two other writers 
' answered "rarely" to the question, and eight answ·ered that 
they have been required to write against something they believe 
in. Two editorial writers did not answer the question. 
:iY'ir. Edward Penley, of the Lewiston Daily Sun, gave an 
interesting sidelight to this question in a short note he 
attached to the questionaire. He said, "When the present owner 
of this paper was more active in its management, we occasion-
ally differed when it came to writing on subjects on which I 
held strong convictions. (We have always had, and still have, 
a strong editorial policy here; we might not always be right, 
=-~-..=::=--
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but anyone could find out where we stand.) I can recall no 
instance in which I was directed to take a stand with which I 
disapproved. I have written perhaps, two or three editorials 
which were rejected. There have been a number of instances in 
which I abandoned a strong position in favor of one more to 
,sa 
1 the publisher's liking- you might a strategic retreat to a 
better position. There have been times in which I have con-
vinced the publisher that we should abandon a stand in which he 
1 believed, in favor of another. For example, we ultimately came 
to support Eisenbov1er instead of Taft. 11 
About half the editorial writers (35 writers, 53 per 
cent) do not consider themselves specialists in the field that 
126. 
they write their editorials on. However, sixteen writers do 
consider themselves specialists, and eight said they were experts 
in certain fields. One man stated tha-t he was an expert in 
local affairs, another said he was the same in economic affairs, 
1 and five admitted that they were specialists in the field of 
1 politics. One writer said, "No, I hit too many topics," and 
' seven did not answer the question. 
Although only half the editorial writers in this study 
considered themselves specialists, the trend in editorial writing 
has been toward specialization. Hillier Krieghbaum i n an 
1 
1 article for the Winter 1950 Journalism Quarterly, "American 
Editorial Writers and Their Backgrounds," did some research 
along this line and came up with some of the following replies 
to his questionaire on this topic. 
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"Will C. Conrad, chief editorial v1ri ter for the !Ulwau-
kee Journal said, '"We divide up the vlhole field so that at least 
1 one man is competent to write on whatever subjects come up. 
For example, one man handles politics, another handles civic 
affairs, another foreign affairs and labor, another taxes and 
welfare activities, another education and veteran affairs. 
When a news situation begins to develop , we assign a man to 
follow it through.'" 
"The New York Times •••• made the most extensive use of 
specialists who write its news. Charles M:erz, the editor 
reported: 'In addition to our regular writers (7 full time) 
1 70 other members of our organization such as labor reporter, 
science reporter etc., contributed to our editorial staff last 
year. 1 11 
"The Portland Oregonian used as contributing editorial 
writers, two of Portland's nationally known authors -- Stewart 
H. Holbrook and Richard Neuberger." 
"The Minneapolis Star tapped the academic resources of 
its commun ity and one of its 2 part-time editorial writers was 
professor of economics at a nearby university. The other con- 1 
tributor was the man responsible for the copy other than edi-
torials that went into the page. 11 
"The Omaha World Herald reported that it occasionally 
used editorials written by its Washington correspondent, Lincoln 
correspondent, etc. W.E. Christenson, editor, estimated that 
perhaps 8 to 10 men had contributed editorial page pieces during 
...=;..- ---==--= 
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the past year, in addition to the four regular writers." 
"Among the papers which utilized their own editorial 
writing staff exclusively for comments were the li·X· Daily 
News, Philadelnhia Evening Bulletin, Philadelphia Inquirer, 
Baltimore Evenin~ Sun, Detroit Free Press, Atlanta Constitu-
tion, Louisville Courier Journal, Des Moines Rej2:ister and 
•rribune, ~!1<:1 ~he San Francisco Chronicle. 11 
As the final question in this thesis, we asked the 
editorial writers where they got their ideas from. There 
are thousands of diff~rent angles and stories that can be 
played up. Where does the editorial writer get his ideas from? 
By what means does the germ of an editorial make itself known 
in his mind? 
As we pointed out in the last chapter, editorial writers 
are very extensive readers of all types of printed material. 
They are constantly seeking new information and continually 
'I 
1 adding to their store of knowledge. This constant seeking is 
again emphasized in that it is their basic eource through;·· 
which they obtain their ideas for editorials. Sixty-seven of 
the editorial writers said they received some of their inspir-
ations from reading in one form or another. Twelve writers 
(17.6 per cent) just said they got their ideas from reading. 
Nineteen (27.9 per cent) said from news events, and nineteen 
(27.9 per cent) said through reading the newspapers. Fifteen 
editorial writers (22 per cent) said through reading magazines, 
and twelve (17.6 per cent) said from books. It is obvious 
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from these figures that editorial writers are omniverous 
reaQers, not only in a quest for knowledge, but also in a search 
for new ideas, theories, and policies. The number of different 
magazines, and books they read attest to this. The fact that 
more of them do not consider themselves specialists in the 
different fields can be laid to the thought that many of them 
are "jack-of-all-trades, master-of-none". 
Other "idea-getting" methods that the editorial writers 
mentioned were: Conversation, 7 mentions (10.2 per cent); Per-
sonal Contact, 7 mentions (10.2 per cent); Suggestions by 
Staff, 4 mentions (5.8 per cent); Observations, 4 mentions 
(5.8 per cent); Radio, 3 mentions (4.4 per cent); Wire Service, 
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3 mentions (4.4 per cent); Interviews, 2 mentions (2.9 per cent); 
Letters to the Editor, 2 mentions (2.9 per cent); Personal Re-
search , 2 mentions (2.9 per cent); Discussion, 2 mentions 
(2.9 per cent); and Local Press Releases, 2 mentions (2.9 per 
cent). 
Those methods which were mentioned only once (1.4 per 
cent) were: Policy, Editorial Conference, Mailed Releases from 
Colleges, Trade Groups, Television, Experience, Local Events, 
Memory, and Pamphlets. Six writers did not answer the question. 
There were other writers who did not answer the question 
per se, but gave other such answers as: "What I may happen to 
see or hear almost any place."; "?"; "Other newspapers 
occasionally. Generally from the news of the day and the need 
for local action."; "This is a silly question -- any editorial 
===---
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TABLE XXXIV 
HOW IDEAS AP~ GOTTEN FOR EDITORIALS 
I~ethod Number Per cent 
News Events 
1 Newspapers 
Magazines 
Reading 
1 Books 
I Conversation 
Personal Contact 
Suggestions by Staff 
Observation 
Radio 
Wire Service 
Interviews 
Letters to the Editor 
1Personal Research 
Local Press Releases 
tDiscussions 
Editorial Conference 
Policy 
Mailed Releases From Colleges 
' Trade Groups 
!Television 
Experience 
I 
I 
19 
19 
15 
12 
12 
7 
7 
4 
4 
3 
3 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
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27.9 
22.0 
17.6 
10.2 
5.8 
4.4 
2.9 
1.4 
~3_Q_. ==-
Method 
Local Events 
1 Pamphlets 
1•1emory 
No Answer 
Number 
1 
1 
1 
6 
1.4 
writer, I am sure, gets his ideas from his whole experience 
in living."; "From \vell-posted authorities, Editorial Research 
rep orts, numerous other sources.''; "These (i.e. books, newspa-
pers, etc.) and many other sources in national and local life."; 
"Books, other newspapers, our own day's news reports, the cli-
mate, the calendar, private speculation, -- isn't t bis a little 
broad? How do you get ideas anyway7 Try Kant, Descartes, 
Freud, Dewey, Socrates."; "By living , reading, talking with 
others, attending civic and club meetings, listening to the 
radio. A thousand ways."; "Reading interviewing, conversation, 
sometimes just looki ng out the window."; "Impossible to answer 
this question."; "All sources, including a richly stored mind."; 
"Based on news content of paper with checks made as to stands 
of other papers. 11 ; "They just come."; "Mostly from other papers, 
sometimes from magazines, often, as at this particular time, 
from personal contact with state legislators."; "Newspapers 
(own and others); own news coverage of politics; random from 
other readings and experience."; "Anything that can be helpful."; 
"J.tnywhere and everywhere. 11 ; "By screening news stories, corres-
pondence, etc.; by talks with local people and by pursueing long 
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standing issues."; ''The subject itself, the A.P. wire, develop-
11 menta, logic as it appears to me personally."; "Good Heavens~ 
What a question?"; "Still try to be original."; "Developments 
in the news mostly. vfuere do ideas come from?"; "Anything 
informative."; "An infinite number of sources." 
In the preceding pages of this chapter and thesis, we 
have not tried to produce t he average editorial writer. Rather, 
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we have tried to show a composite p icture of his homelife, back-
ground, tra ining, experience, how he g oes about writing editorials, 
etc. In short, we have attempted to show what kind of person 
the editorial writer is. If we have given one clue to the kind 
of existence he leads, or one bit of assistance to any other 
resea rcher• 'in the field of journalism, we will know we have 
succeeded in our primary task: To enlighten newspapermen and 
laymen alike in the understanding of one of the most important 
cogs in the newspaper machine, the editorial writer. 
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